March 23, 1989 LB 250

comrents have come from and | think even some of the mail tnat
| have gotten, some publications that | have seen in relation to

this bill, have dealt with the _m'sconcer)tion that this is going
to be directed toward education in the cl assroom education in
the classroom at the elementary and secondary level. " |{ deals

with the training of teachers, gan a. pect of the curriculum that
they are required to haveprior to being sent out to teach our
young people, so that they have asgood an understanding of the
different types of individuals, the different types of
ba?_kg_rounds, the dlffferent types of, yes, othnjc, raciaP, and
religious types of packgrounds that the i

Senat or Wt hem spoke of thegstri ctly white Angl owb!al:kgernocu%lémt gt'
he taught in and the effects that injection of gifferent types
of religious beliefs, different types of racial groupsinto
that, how they are treated. A teacher that is not trained to
react to that, a teacher that does not have a backgroundor an
understanding of those ethnic groups could ygry well have an
i nfluence on these students that inmpacts their lives or their
beliefs forever, and | think you clearly peed to rovide for
training in this area for our teachers, that allows them an
under st andi ng, gives themthe tools that they need to provide
for the best education for those young people, and you start out
allowing them to have the best education by making sure that

your teacher is as well trained as possible. | mean if we are
going to pay our teachers nmore, as we would in LB 89, | think
that the least we can do is ask that they pe trained in this
area that is probably the nost inportant area that a gtydent

ever carries with them beyond the halls of ed" ation, and that
is the area and the issue of how they deal with others
throughout their life. And | think that all LB 250 does, gas it
has been amended by the Education Conmittee anendnments, is it
allows for an understanding on the part of those teachers of

every aspect of difference, | guess is one way to put it, that
is out there or as best that they can be educated in that

so that they have as good an understanding as they can BEFdre
gOi ng into that cl assroom and dealing wi th some of these
problems firsthand because it clearly is a problemin today' s
soci ety. I't has always been a problem and it is going to

continue to be a problem but 250, LB 250, takes us | "gueSss in

the first step in the direction of getting at the problem when
we deal with it at the Ievel of educatingour teachers gqthat

they are fully prepared.
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