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bill entirely I think. It doesn't have anything to do with the
content of the curriculum in our schools. I t d oesn ' t s a y yo u
have to teach children about such and such, such and such , suc h
and such. Wh at it says is the teachers that are teaching must
have competencies in dealing with people who come from different
backgrounds. In other words, to use three very crass examples,
perhaps, this doesn't say you have to teach about black history.
What it s ays is we want our teachers to know how to deal with
situations when one student of one r ace uses a d e r o g a t o r y r aci al
term to call...to refer to another group. I t do e s n ' t say we
have to t each about the Nexican-American culture. I t s ay s w e
want teachers that are sensitive when children put on a p l a y
that is based on racial stereotypes, that the teacher can handle
that sort of situation and recognize that that is something that
p robabl y sh o u l d n o t go on. We ar e n ot go i ng t o t e ach
about...dictating that we teach about Native American c ul t u r e s ,
but that the teachers ought to have some sensitivity that they
have Native American students in their classroom. T radi t i o n a l
Thanksgiving celebrations, traditional Columbus Day celebrations
may not excite those Native Americans quite to the degree that
t hey exc i t e us . That i s wh at we are talking about is
competencies of teachers to deal with these. T he next t h i ng w e
get into, Senator Crosby gave a n e x c e l l e nt sp eec h o n G e ne r a l
File talking about some of the mo st cruel sorts of human
t rea tmenz , on e p er son to ano t h e r , i s b ased on r e l i g i o u s
stereotypes, religious sorts of discrimination, and I c a n r ec al l
some of these from my past experience. I came from one of the
whitest communities. There were no minorities, whatsoever , i n
my community, one of the most Protestant communities. We had
three churches in our community. We had a Nethodist Church , a
Reorganized Church of Latter-Day Saints, a nd a v e r y , v e ry sm a ll
m inor i t y peop l e were C a th o l i c , v er y small minority. Ash
Wednesday would roll around, the Catholic s tudents w er e e x c u s ed ,
they would go to their services, and they would come back with
the ash on their forehead. It was not treated by, I have go t t o
admit, by a number of my fellow students , wa s no t t rea te d a s
something we s hould und e r s t a n d as part of t h eir r e l i g i o u s
c ul t u r es . Th os e students tended to be ostracized, made fun o f .
I am not proud of that fact, but that is the type of thing that
has . one on. When I first started to teach school in Papillion,
Nebraska, we were talking about the Mid-East situation. I asked
students, is there anybody in here that happens t o b e Jewi sh ?
T o a st ude n t they laughed, they thought that was funny that a
t eacher wou l d ask, i s th e r e a J ewish st ud en t i n t h i sc lassroom, . . .
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