
Na™ch 23, 1989 LB 250

SENATOR LIX )SAY: Nr. President, I'd move the adoption of the
E Sc R amendments to LB 250.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Question is the a doption of t he E 6 R
amendments. Those in favor say aye. O pposed no. Ca r r i e d , t he y

CLERK: Nr . P resi de n t , Senator Beck would move to amend the
bill. Her amendment is on page 1167 of the Journal.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n ato r Beck , p l e a s e .

SENATOR BECK: Thank you , Nr . C h a i r manand members of the body.I 'd like to have you turn to 1167 and look at these amendments.
They are friendly amendments, at least I certainly believe they
are. T hey don't change the original intent of the bill at all.
According to the committee hearing testimony and t he U r b a n
League, the intent of this bill is to eliminate ethnicandracial p r e j u d ic e. And , i f you ' l l l oo k a t my amendment, you' ll
see that I believe that the bill is somewhat ill-defined.
B ecause i f y o u l o o k a t p age 1 , l i ne 2 0 of the amendments, or
that is the bi ll, what is sexism, on page 1, line 19, w hat i s
dehumanizing bias or pluralism. These p h r a s es , I t hi nk , I
believe from my visit and from some mail that has been sent to
me about the bill...feel that t hese p h r a se s coul d a lte r t he
intent of the bill considerably, A ll mine d o i s j ust si m p l y
clean it up and return it to the original context of eliminating
racial and ethnic prejudice. I t h ink w i t h t h i s bi l l we ne e d to
do something and that is to send a clear and well-defined
message that racism will not be tolerated in our schools. Andl et ' s not pass an open-ended bill that will require hoursand
hours of teaching and perhaps all sorts of t opics w h i c h c oul d
include sexual preference, political party, s ocial c a u se s a n d
t he r e l i g i o u s f a i t hs . I t h i n k we ge t i n real murky, sticky
water when we get into something l i k e = h a t . And I j u s t be l i ev e
in and have from the b eginning, and I ment i o n e d i t t o t he
members of the committee that pluralism is just too broad a
term. I'd like to share just a couple comments with you. In
the committee hearing, I had just mentioned that Senator Hall
was speaking and he said that I have a number of individuals
that I represent who are Hispanic Americans and they are t he
reason that I introduced the bill. He wants to be careful that
we don' t have a racist outlook, that teachers don't havea
racist outlook, and it's just that they h ave li ttle o r n o

are adopted.
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