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dif f e r ence?

for me a little bit. As you know I' vehad a l ittle bit of
concern about taking all of our money that we might get for some
other chemical controls and water quality and so on and so
forth. And I should have known, and maybe you can a n swer this
to me right away, we are talking about on page 23, Section 2,
"There is hereby created the Noxious Weed Cash Fund. T he f un d
shall consist of proceeds raised from fees imposed for the
registration of economic poisons." Since we h a v e ov er 6,000
different chemicals registered, really 6,700, you know as I said
the other day it's all the way from,well t o c o n t ro l f l ea s i n
dogs to toilet bowl cleaner. What is the definition, a nd I
s hould k n ow th at . I ' m j ust as k i n g f o r a l i t t l e c l a r i f i c at i o n .
I know we can't include that many because your fiscal note would
not be correct. Can you tell me what economic poisons are, the

SENATOR DIEPKS: I'm not sure I have the correct definition for
that, Senator Nelson. I think that we just group t hem i n a
group called economic poisons that are registered by t he
Deg artment of Agriculture. Y ou know we know there ar e 6 , 7 0 0 of
them and they do vary from herbicides and insecticides to flea
collars and spray bombs and this sort of thing. T here ar e 6 , 7 0 0
registrations and they do bring in cu rr ently $10 pe r
registration. Unde r this bill the re gistration fee would
increase from $10 to $40 for registration, feeling.. .we f e e l
that with that increase in registration fees that we can produce
$187,000 worth of money for the weed fund, and then match that

SENATOR NELSON: My next. ..really my next. concern i s , as I ' ve
said before, I certainly have nothing wrong with fighting the
weeds and i t i s ne c e ssary . But I'm wondering i f w e ' r e goi n g
down the path, you know a fee on all of these chemicals, like
back to the fleas on the cats to support t he weed f und when
again w e ' r e goi ng t o have to have pretty soon maybe a fee on
Ramrod, or something like that to address the chemicals i n t he
water and the herbicide and pesticide controls. I 'm in a very
precarious position here of not supporting the weed f u nd , butI 'm having...I'm having reservations about opening up the door.
I guess maybe i t ' s . . . I l i k en i t to LB 8 9 a w h i l e a go , the f i r s t
big bunch that comes in gets all the money, the rest of usare
going to be holding our hands from then on o u t . I k i nd of
wonder if this isn't going to happen on the chemicals.

SENATOR DIERKS: We ll my answer is I hope that being the first
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