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about and I th ink t hat ' s what t h i s b i l l wa s a l l ab ou t , an
incentive for those bright, capable young people going into
college and going out o f co l l ege t o g o i n t o t he t each i n g
profession. For that reason, I'm going to support this bill.

PRESIDENT: Th an k y ou . Senator Moore, please, fol lowed by

SENATOR MOORE: Mr. President and members, Senator Withem j u st
gave a perfect speech on why we probably should have supported
the last amendment because for the first time in the time I have
been here, and many others, you had many people saying , we ' r e
wil l i n g t o pu t some money in education but this year because
everybody's expectations are so high Senator Withem expects so
much more. Not only does he expect so much morea nd probab l y
more than they can ever conceivably get, they want to change the
way we have a l w ays d one i t . Well, I concur with Senator Withem
t hat I , l i ke h i m, want to see that beginning salary get up in
the teachers'...in the salar i e s a c r o s s t h e State of Neb r a sk a
because I don't know why many people are going to college r igh t
now and investing four or five years, if they' re like me, o n a
college education for going into a profession that only pays
that much. I agree with the a rguments that w e need t o d o
something . The thing that I don't agree o n i s h o w d o w e g o
about doing it'? H ow do we go a b ou t d o i n g i t ? Wi t h LB 8 9 I
f i r ml y be l i ev e we are basically saying, school bo a r d s , y ou ' r e
not competent enough, you' re not d edica te d enou gh , y ou don' t
h ave t he wi l l p ower or anything to address the problems of
education in the state. From here on, from the passage of LB 89
forward the State of Nebraska is going to be the one t ha t d oe s
that and those local school boards, we don' t n e e d yo u , ev e n wi t h
my amendment which would have helped the bill somewhat you are
still making that very basic shift, you' re s et t i n g t h e mi n i mu m
salary in state statute. T hat ' s something I don't like. And I
think it' s, you know, it's too bad when in any o t he r g i v e n ye ar
t he p r o edu ca t i on lobby, ' i k e I sai d , t h ey wou l d be do i ng
cartwheels to keep the state aid to education because b a ck i n
November, p r i m a r il y , the Nebraska State Education Association
s aid , we ' r e g o i n g to m ak e LB 8 9 . . .w e ' re g o i ng t o g u ar a n t e e
teachers a pay increase and we' re going to say state aid doesn' t
work. W ell, Senator Wehrbein said,well, he's not too sure but
he's going to move it over one more time. I t h i n k t h er e ' s a l o t
of people in here that are probably going today. . . I p r ed i c t t he
b i l l i s p r o bab l y g oi n g t o advance today and I think that's the
w rong message t o s e n d . If you are against LB 89 , i f you ar e

Senator Bernard - S t evens .
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