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the private schools woulc have to meet these wages too. I s t h a t
n ot r i gh t ' ?

SENATCR WITHEM: Nothing legally that would make them. I t c o u l d
put a market consideration in the salaries that the private
schools d o g i v e . I t ' s a ph i l o so p h i c a l qu e s t i o n . I t cou l d d o
that. I guess I don't have a particular problem with that. If
educators in one segment are poorly paid, and I t h i nk 43 r d
r anking meets my d e f i n i t i on of b ei n g p o o r l y p a i d , t hey ou gh t no t
to continue to b e poorly paid merely because we don't want
another group out there to have to come up with a ddi t i on a l
dollars to pay them.

SENATOR DIERKS: T hat ' s a fair philosophical statement.

SENATOP WITHEM: Thank you.

SENATOR DIERKS: I think that's al l f or r i ght now. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Senator Lynch, followed by Senator
Wehrbein. Okay, Senator Wehrbein, then Senator Withem.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President and members, 5ust briefly, I ' m
going to vote for this at this time. I think there is a lot of
questions yet as to how this is going to fit in. I t h i n k we
n eed t o con si d e r the funding and I confess I think it was a
mistake this morning. ..this morning not to have the funding, at
least some funding follow this bill. But I ' m wi l l i ng t o l e t i t
come for a while and see where we' re going to l ..at i n 30 d a ys ,
s ee h o w ou r budg e t fits. But I thin k we need to keep in
consideration that it's g o ing to be i mpractical, tot ally
impractical to expect that in t wo years that if we don' t
continue to fund this, t he schoo l b o a r d s a r e not obligated to
fund this, that we' re going to let the funding for teachers'
s alar i e s o r sch o o l s , whatever, drop back to present levels. So
I think we' re going to have to consider that and we will be in a
better position to do that in 30 days when we get the budget up
from Appropriations Committee. But , until that ti me, I ' m
willing to support this at least once and to see how it fits in
with the scheme of things and that w ould be m y b a si s f o r
supporting it at this stage. I think Senator Lynch understands
that but I think that we' re st i l l go i ng t o h a ve t o c onside r a
l ong- t e r m f unding sou r c e for this and I think we need to keep
that in mind as we move along our path the next 30 or 40 days.
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