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time for the up or the down vote and so I would suggest that wedon' t support either Senator Ashford's amendment or Senator
Moore's amendment.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator H e f n e r , p l ease , t hen S e n a t o r

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body, I k i n d
of like Senator Ashford's amendment. I'm going to vote for i t .
I realize that 80 oercent of that goes for teachers' salary b u t ,
like I t old the tea chers i n m y d i st r i c t , I wou l d s u p p or t a
little increase for them. What Senator Scott Moore's amendment
does is add $20 million and then Ashford's amendment takes the
20 mi l l i o n and pu t s 80 mi l l i on . . .o r 80 pe r ce n t , which i s
16 million, for teachers' salary. I don't think that's too bad
an idea because this would at least t ake ca r e o f t h e p oo r e r
s alar i e d t e ach e r s , those that are getting less than $18,000.
Somebody said on the floor that it would only take between si x
and $7 million to bring every teacher up to the $18,000 salary
level. And I think that's only fair and this amount would go to
the, or I feel it should go, to th~ lowest paid t eachers . I
don' t think that we need to increase teachers'salary when a
t eacher g e t s 3 0 t o $ 35 , 0 0 0 a y e a r . I think that's doing pretty
good. We a l so n eed to consider that the cost of living in
Nebraska isn't as high as it is in a lot of other states and
here we want to bring that salary level up to a lot of the other
stat es . Al so , as L B 8 9 n ow st an d s, it would appropriate
$40 mi l l i on t h i s com i n g f i sc a l ye ar a nd 35 mi l l i on t he f o l l owi n g
year, but we need to consider that that 40 million also will be
i n t h e seco nd yea r so t h e co st o f this bill is really a
$115 million in the two-year period. If we do that...could I
h ave a . . .M r . Pr e s i d e n t .

. .

PRESDENT: (Gavel.) Please, let's have it quiet so we can hear
S enator He f n e r . Thank you , S e n a t o r.

SENATOR HEFNER: T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t . If we appropriate
$115 million just to increase t eachers ' sal a ry t h e n ext t wo
fi " ca l ye ar s, we won ' t h ave an yt h i ng left for property tax
relief. We won't have anything left for property tax relief and
that's my number one priority. And how about t h e rest o f yo u
folks? I know a lot of you have said,well , t h i s i s t he ye ar
for property tax relief. But this bill got up before the others
and so i f w e g o a h ead and advance this bill, we won ' t h av e
property tax relief this year because if we increase teachers'
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