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am going to oppose the amendment. I am going to vote against
it. I th ink I understand better where Senator Moore is coming
from. One of the main intents of this bill is t o in itially
before w e do anyt h i n g with general teachers' salar i e s i s t o
target some of the money, and it's not a very high proportion of
t he m oney , I t l i nk si x o r $7 m i l l i on ou t o f t he en t i r e
appropriation, and that' s...those funds will decrease as years
go on because of continuing negotiating higher salaries to t he
point where this phase will be eliminated. The purpose of
P hase I i s t o t ar g e t m o ney spec i f i ca l l y t o i nd i v i d u a l s t h a t are
involved in the teaching profession who are being paid less than
a f a i r wag e. We h ad , at the committee hearing, a n ind i v i d u a l
who I think had taught 23 years, down near the Plattsmouth area,
t eaching i n a sch oo l a n d wa s r e c e i v i n g s c meth i n g l i ke , I f o r ge t
the numbers, 15,000, $16,000 a year for teaching in that school.
Natter of fact, this teacher had got a cut in pay the previous
y ear because t h e s c h oo l b o a r d h a d b e e n so magnanimous as to hire
a custodian so the teacher didn't have to clean the room herself
and for that relief of work they rewarded her by taking part of
her sa l a ry aw ay f r o m h e r . Those are t h e pe o p le w e a re t a r g e t i ng
these dollars to. The philosophy behind Phase I is that there
are teachers in this state that are being paid a . . . e xpe r i e n c ed
t eachers , i n many cases, that are being paid less than a fair
salary and we say before we do anything with general t eacher s '
salaries we b ring everybody up to a minimum lev e l . The n u mber
$18,000, pe r h a ps S e na tor Ly n ch c a n d e f e n d t ha t o r o t he r s can
defend that better than I can. To me, it seems like a fair
starting point to say that $18,000 is a fair wage fo r an
individual who is in a p rofession such as teaching with the
responsibilities that teaching has. I am going to vote n o o n
the Moore amendment.

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Noore, then Senator Kristensen,

SENATOR NOORE: Yes, Nr. President and members of t he bod y , I
bring this amendment before you to quite simply make a point on
w hat i s i n t h e b i l l as now . Do you ever v i si on t h e bill that
says the state...to begin w i t h , i n Sec " i o n 1 , you a r e s et t i n g
the base salary in the state whether you like it or not because
you ar e say i ng e ver y t each e r in the state has to be paid
$18,000. Now you' re trying to get around that by saying for
f our yea r s , f o r f ou r y ea r s we' re going to give you money to
b ring i t up t o $ 18 , 0 0 0 . That's what we' re going to d o. Th at
sounds all laudable and good but what happens after the fourth
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