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q uest i on .

argument would be, how much is enough? I'm not sure how much is
enough for anybody. What percentage of an increase is enough
for everybody? If we don't want to avoid...if we think teachers
are overpaid, or you don't like teachers personally, or th er e i s
some experience 20 y e a rs ago you had with one that offended you,
hopefully separate that out from everything we' ve b een a r g u i n g
about. Simply put, Senator Ne l s on , i n my opi ni o n I t hi nk
teachers salaries are lower than they should be in Nebraska. If
you took out the Class I teachers who a re 18 . . . t he r e ar e about
3,000 te ac h e rs c l ose , 2 , 600 , whatever the number is, I l o oked
for the number, I couldn't find it, about 800 o f t h o se were
Class I t e ache r s who we r e p ai d l e ss t h an $18 , 0 0 0 . S o you c a n
see the large majority, more than two-thirds of the teachers not
being p a i d 1 8 , wer e n o t i n Cl a ss I sch oo l districts, first of
all. Secondly, I...hopefully am going to get a chance some day,
Mr. President and members, to argue a bout t e a c h e r s . We ' v e b e e n
talking about taxes for two or three days now at the expense of
the teachers. T o be perfectly frank it's getting to the point
where it's a little silly at this point in time, so I' m not
going to g o a ny further than that. Appreciate the chance to
react to some of the things Senator Nelson mentioned. I wi l l ,
on closing, I' ve purposely not stood up and tried to r eact t o
everything everybody said to save some time, because I wo u l d
l i k e t o g et t o a v ot e on t hi s b i l l . For all the right reasons
we can argue at that time some of those things Senator Nelson is
c oncerned wi t h a s well , and I ' l l b e g l ad , on c l o s i n g , t o
specifically, and I' ve been taking notes, answer any specific
q uest i o ns , n o t j u st gen e r a l , ph i l o so p h i c arguments. App reciate
that. Ho pefully I didn't hurt anything any more than it's hurt
a lready .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y ou . Fu r t h e r d i scu s s i o n o n the Schmit
amendment? Senator McFarland, followed by Senator Ashford.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Mr. President, I r espectfully cal l t he

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I see f i ve
hands? I do. Shall debate now cease? Those i n f av o r v o t e a ye ,

ASSISTANT CLERK: 25 ayes , 0 n a y s , M r . Pr e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Debate ceases. Senator Schmit, would you c ar e
to close on your amendment'?

o pposed nay . Pl e a s e r e c o r d .
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