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I rely on them too much. We have Grand Island with a v alua t i o n
of $ 11 5 , 000 per st ud en t , with a $26,447 average salary plus
benefits, some. Some of that is in there that they have a
little unique plan, I must stress that. I have another district
right out south of Grand Island with $104,000 valuation per
student , a n d a t e ac h e r s salary o f $19,705 . I h a ve an ot h e r
distract, valuation of $46 9 , 4 6 2 b eh i nd each student with a
s alary o f $ 15 , 9 00 . Tw o o th e r rural districts, one with 332,000
valuation and a salary of 15,800, and anothe r o n e 1 6 p l u s t h e
benefits. Those are too low, we all know that. But why should
m y proper t y t ax p ayers , a n d a s someone said this morning, Arlene,
you know t here's nothing fair when it c omes to paying for
education, and that is exactly right. Why shoul d t h e y b e a sk ed
t o su p p o rt t he b ase s alary , u p t o 18 , 00 0 , when those districts
with that high a valuation behind the student could very easily
pay that. One of the reasons is back to I guess that tenure is
a dirty word. But they only keep them two or three year s
b ecause t h e y don ' t want to get locked in on that. Part l y t h e
association is to blame for those low salaries. Again , I wo u l d
like to ask Senator Withem or Senator Ashford, or m aybe Sena to r
Lynch, I believe he's close to the microphone, do you h ave an y
r eason t o b e l i ev e t hat my figures of $33,682 p l u s f r i ng e
benefits for Westside is wrong?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator L y n ch , c o u l d yo u respond?

SENATOR NELSON: Or, I' ll go on down the list, for Omaha $30,379
average salary plus the fringes, o r L i n c o l n a b o u t 28 , 50 0 , o r f o r
a masters degree in Lincoln or a masters and a BA with 12 ye ars
in the service that the salary is $34,182 plus fringe benefits.
I really can't say that I feel those salaries are too low. I do
feel that the salaries in the 500 Class I schools and so o n , bu t
you take that into consideration. We heard from Se nator
McFarland a few minutes ago that the state is 46th in s alary . I
differ with those figures. He must have gotten them from
different places than I do. T hey give i t out 42n d i n t h e
nation. But when you take into consideration the cost of living
I ' l l take $25,000 or $30,000 in Nebraska any day until I will
40,000 in California. But when the cost of living is considered
we' re 34th in the nation, that's not anything to brag about, but
we' re no t t h at b ad . We he ar no t h i n g about the....Lincoln,
i nc iden t a l l y , g i v es $5,223 fringe benefits over and ab ove
anything that is $27,500 salary. So let's talk apples and
apples in this body, let's not just talk around the corner. I
remember on my simple nursing bill a few days ago I a sk ed f o r

2650


