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amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The motion fails. The cal l i s r ai sed .

CLERK: Mr . Pr es i d en t , I have a priority motion. Senator Warner
would move to reconsider the vote on the Withem amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Wa r n e r , p l ea se .

SENATOR WARNER: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, I
took that up before the vote was started. As I was listening to
the discussion a lot of things were going back through my mind.
You know th ere is precedent for the state to provide funds for
teachers salaries. Some time in the 1870's, until 1903 t here
was a 2 m ill s tatewide levy that wa s co llected t ha t wa s
distributed back to the common schools, as the law then s ta t e d ,
for payment of teachers salaries in part. A nd i t w a s r ep e a l e d
in 1903. Fr om written documents of those...at least one
i ndi v i d ua l t h at was t h e re i n 190 3 the reason that it was
repealed was because the 2 mill levy was collected al l t h r ou g h
those ye ar s, but th e n whe n it came time to ma k e the
appropriation to dispense the 2 mill levy it was re d uc e d e ach
session of t h e Legi slature, the appropri ation was r educed , a s
the cost of state government went up. And from those documents
I h a ve r e ad i t i nd i c at ed i t was t he po l i t i c a l t h i ng t o do t h a t
the Legislatures and Governors at that time could go h ome and
argue that they had not increased the state levy, which they had
not, but how they had accomplished it, in part at least, was to
reduce the appropriation that was collected by t he 2 mi l l s t o
cover o t he r c os t s t ha t t h ey h ad cho sen t o m a k e a n d s t i l l
mainta i n t h e l ev y . So there is s ome p recedent f o r Sen a t o r
Schmit's concept, you see. And I don't like to earmark funds as
opposed t o ded i c at ed f unds , I ' l l t hr ow t h at i n . ( Laughte r . )
But I do not like earmarked funds as a matter of principle. But
by the same token when I think back o f wh at ha s oc cu r r ed at
least once, and history tends to repeat itself whether we like
it or not, the thought has occurred to me as I was listening to
you all you know maybe a dedicated or an earmarked fund for this
purpose m a yb e h a s some l og i c and l i mi t i t t o t h e s cope wh i c h
enator Withem has designated, or as S enator Schmit h as h i s

amendment as a whole. But the issue to me is beyond just, well
number one let me say the one sheet I passed out would indicate,
depending what assumptions you want to make, not this b ill or
any bill that had a like dollaramount a couple years down the
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