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get into the box of votingfor a sales tax jncrease when we

don't need it. I'mnot going to vote for the Wthem amendment
I m not gOI ng to vote for the Schm t an‘endn‘ent and 'm not
going to vote for any sales tax increase to fund this bi II I'm

going to vote for a level of funding for teachers galaries that
is reasonable within the budgetary constraints that we have.
That's  appropriate  public policy, whether it's 40 million, or

30 million, or 60 mllion, that is what we need to discuss. Apd
I think when...l told the NSEA whenthi s bill was brought to me
that if the projections were as they were | didn't feel we
needed a tax increase. |f we put a tax increase gn this bill |

don't believe it would survive 4 yeto. Let's just deal with the
i s.ue straight up and stop clogging this up and stop casting
aspersions at one group or the other. Let's start dealing ith

what is a valid public policy consideration of this state.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senat or Wesely, please.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, penbers. | fi rst woul d
rise in support of the anmendment offered by Senator Wthe I
think it does cut the issue cl- «nto the exact point at Wmch we
can deci de whether to proceed or not. | do think that we' ve
gotten wayl ai d. I think Senator Crosby had some nice comments
the other day, when last we were on this, {alking about teachers
asa little bird out on the windowsill waiting for some

attention. I thinkclearly we' veargued the financial aspects
of this issue and haven't talked rruch about  education or what

its value is. A couple of points I'd make. First off, | think
it's premature to rmvelntotheflnam:lal issues 4t this stage
of the debate. I do support the Wthem anendnent because |
.hink it brings the issue downthe point it should. But | do
not think | will support the amendmentto the bill. | think in
addition, in addition in my view we have got to understand \hat

the people are thinking ov- there. And |' ve talked to a few of
those people, and for a long time |I' ve talked about the |qyenue

pi cture and where we' re at on taxes. The point | have nmade time
and again is that we were having nore revenue than was being
projected, and that has proven true, that the reserves ipat we
talked about were unbelievable,the largest in the country, 4
hi gher percent reserve than any state in ¢ he country at t his
point. We're now approaching almost $300 million. The message
has gotten through to the people out across the State of
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