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amendment is germane, then any amendment dealing with revenue
can be added to any A bill,and all you have to do is pick up
the sheet here and look at the amendments pending. I c an . . . I
can make an amendment to Senator Baack's bill on the. . .carry i n g
out the...it says appropriate funds to carry out the provisions
of t h e ch o i c e i n e d u c a t i o n b i l l . Then if I add a sales tax and
designate it for that particular purpose, that becomes germane?
There is a b ill here to carry out competency training for
teachers. Does that mean that if I make an amendment on t h at
bill to r aise income taxes and designate those funds to go to
that particular program, that's suddenly a ge rm a ne amendment?
If I make an amendment to. ..on Senator Chizek's bill to increase
the number of di strict court judges and provide fundsand set
aside a fund for that, then s uddenly an i nc r e a s e i n p r o p e r t y
taxes or sa l es t ax is germane to t hat amendment? That' s
a bsolutel y a b surd . It would be absurd, the people here would be
criticizing and condemning the Education Committee had we added
this amendment in our Education Committee meeting because they
w ould have sa i d , well, this is so mething t hat t he Re ve n u e
Committee should have heard, this is something that the Revenue
Committee should have ruled upon and it should have been subject
t o a f u l l de b a t e a n d a f u l l hea r i n g . There are plenty of other
revenue bills pending in this Legislature. There ar e a n u mber
of them that have been advanced out of committee and some of
them have been made priority bills that deal with the specific
issue of raising revenue. And all Senator Schmit or anyone else
would have to do is make an amendment to those bills, increase
the sales tax, designate it for whatever particular purpose they
w ould have, t ha t , I wou l d b e l i e v e , would be a g e r maneamendment.
This amendment...this bill came out of Education Committee.
It's in the chapter of the education laws. It's not in any way
r ela te d t o t he b i l l i t sel f , And just let me read once more the
r ule t h a t w e h av e a nd ...because I think it's important to adhere
to the rules. If we' re not going to adhere to the rules , t hen
we ca n j u s t h a v e a c h aos here a nd anyth ing ca n g o . B ut i t say s
germane amendments relate only to the details of the s pecific
subject of t he bi l l and must be in the natural and logical
sequence of the subject matter of the original proposal. I
submit to you that it is not germane, if, in fact, and tha t t he
ruling should be that this amendment is not germane. I f , i n
fact, the majority of the body want to overrule the Chair, they
can do that subsequent to that. But the proper ruling i n t h i s
case is, I believe sincerely, that this amendment is not germane
t o t h i s b i l l . I thank you.
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