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raise $50 million to appropriate the state aid to education is
not...it's spending half a cent sales tax I don't think we need
to raise...spend...to raise, and it's spending $50 million that
will not provide property tax and will just be a one-year simple
h old h ar m l e s s. Co i n c i d en t a l l y , I d i d n ' t p l an i t t h i s way ,
coincidentally, the School Finance Review Commission issued i t s
interim report this morning which is on your desk and I'd
appreciate it if you would all take a look a t page 8 of t h a t ,
the goals and recommendations of that Finance Commission. What
we' re saying is in order to accomplish property tax relief, you
are going to h ave to do something a lot mores ign i f i ca n t t h an
half a penny of sales tax. Fif t y m i l l i on d o l l ar s w o n 't d o i t .
You' re g o i n g to have to...you' re going to have to utilize an
income tax, combination of income tax and sales tax, in al l
probability, to reduce sales tax,t o r e d uce p r o p e r t y t ax by as
little as 15 percent. It's going to take almost $180 million.
That's not chicken feed. It's going to take a lot of intestinal
fortitude, guts, honesty, gumption,all of those terms to get
that done. And i.f we' re going to really do anything on property
taxes, we' re going to have to do that type of thing. What I ' m
doing with this particular amendment...attempting to do, is to
say if you' re going to marry property tax relief and teachers'
salar i e s i n t h i s b i l l , you can do it and you don't have to rai se
a penny sales tax to do it. I think, from what I just heard
from Mr. Brown and my legal counsel, t hat we may not ha v e the
amendment drafted quite the way we need to so I ' m p r o b a b l y go i n g
to withdraw this. Wh at I'm going to try to do, Senator Moore,
and get your light all ready because you' re going t o s t an d u p
and s p ea k st r ong l y i n favor o f t h i s , I h ope , I 'm go in g t o
suggest that we change the Schmit amendment to a one-hal f c en t
sales tax, that we eliminate the property tax relief portion of
this as the bill came out of committee, o riginally, and say w e
don't want to marry these two concepts together and let the body
choose if they think that a half cent sales tax is needed to
fund the teacher pay increase portion of the bill and keep that
portion separate. Senat or Crosby,t he o t he r d a y , m ade a g o o d
point that we brought a bill to the floor, she has c o - s i g n e d i t ,
Senator I.ynch signed the bill, to talk about raising t eachers '
salaries and 90 percent of our time debating the bill has been
over this property tax relief component. I don't think we ought
to marry the two concepts. I think probably the purer method is
to offer an amendment along that line and that'" what I'm going
to be proposing here in just a moment. B ecause we may no t h a v e
t hi s a mendment d r a f t e d t h e w a y w e w o u l d l i k e i t , I wou l d l i ke t o
withdraw this amendment at this time.
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