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cent a n d w e ' re say i n g of that half a c ent or 50 million,
approximately, or 52 million,approximately, a year, that will
go into...all of that, all of t hat wi l l go i nt o funding of
aB 89. And the n w hat Senator Withem also has done with this
amendment is said, oh, by the way, I believe we do have i n t he
General Fund this year enough money, specifically $50 million
for each of the next two years for the biennial, that we we can
go ahead and put 50 million t:~.'s year into general revenue funds
for property tax relief, anotner 50 million next year, total of
$100 million for property tax relief. And I think that's where
we' re at on the Withem amendment. I would have to, at this
point, agree with Senator Moore. I also believe that I will be
voting against the Schmit amendment, though I always find it
difficult to go against my good friend, Senator Schmit , on
something that I kn ow he believes very sincerely on. But I
can't help but think that we, as a body, have a l ways sa i d that
i f w e ' r e goi n g to io property tax, let's do s o, and i f w e' r e
going to raise sales tax, it would be with the idea t hat w e' r e
going to raise the sales tax for property tax relief. I'm not
sure the, at least the people in 42nd District would buy the
raising of sales tax for funding teachers' salaries. I guess I
feel that the money is the re in the General Fund, as t he
T eachers ' Ass oc i a t i o n has been saying all the time that we
should use that money then to fund the salary. If we think it' s
not there, then let's go ahead and put a tax on it. The Withem
amendment, in es sence,says that the money is, in fact, there.
If we can put a 100 million into property tax relief, we can put
the same 100 million into funding the teacher salary i n LB 8 9 .
So, h o p e f u l l y, t hat ' s he l pf ul to some members of the body to
find exactly where we are at t his point. Thank you,

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Withem, followed by Senator
C hambers, p l e a se .

SENATOR WITHEN: Mr. President, let me...there's some confusion
with the way this is drafted. Let me tell you what my intent is
and I'm probably going to change the amendment and withdraw this
one. The reason I'm offering this amendment is.. .Senator Noore ,
I agree with you a 100 percent,and I don't want to marry the
two ideas together. Right now, what I'm trying to do is of f er
an amendment that if the Schmit amendment gets adopted, would
a llow me to se e t h i s bi l l i n wh a t I t hi nk i s a be t t e r f orm . I
prefer k eeping t he two concepts s ep a r a t e . The i dea
of...particularly, the idea of raising half a cent sales tax to
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