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They are going to play by a different set of rules and that is
an issue that I think very much needs discussion with regard to
this bill. This is not something that I t h i nk goes by witha . . . w i t h t wo lights and then a call for the question. This
would allow for a different set of rules. W hen we had LB 6 6 1 a
couple years ago that Senator Barrett along with Senator Warner
authored and came to the Business and Lab o r Committee, that
allowed for the State Employees Bargaining Act. Okay? A n a t h a t
arbitration issue was addressed in that bill. This is something
that through the passage of 371 we allow for this group of
individuals in their contracts to be treated differently than
anyone else as the statutes of the state would provide. And I
think that that is something that merits discussion and I would
ask Senator Ashford in his response to this why the need for a
different set of rules as opposed to the uniform ar bitration
procedures that we cu rrently have in statute. Why have t h i s
binding type of language in LB 371 with regard to these contract
situations in the case of beer wholesalers? I guess if there is
a good r e a son we c an f u l l y expect t o see t he se t ypes o f
amendments c r op up again and I thought the reason we got away
from that when we passed that act was that there was a situation
where we didn't have control, we didn't have oversight with
r egard t o w ha t wa s g o i n g o n . There was different rules based on
whatever t h e g ame was and, in this case, the language that we
have in Section 20 of LB 371 takes us a step b ack i n s t ead of
allowing us to continue as we had and as it was laid out in the
Uniform Arbitration Act. So without striking this, you need to
fully know that you aresetting up a situation where the beer
wholesalers and their contracts will be dealt differently than
every other section of statute as it exists when we' re talking
about the Uniform Arbitration Act, and with that, Nr. President,
I would urge the adoption of the amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank yo u . Be f or e r ecogni z i n g Sen a t o r
Ashford , t h e Ch ai r h as an an no u n cement o f interest to all
members of t his Legislature. Today is S enator Schimek's
birthday and Pages will soon be handing out treats in honorof
Senator Schimek's birthday. Happy Birthday. Senator Ashford.

SENATOR ASHFORD: I'm trying to understand exactly what Senator
Hall is getting at and I w ill try t o answer his speci f i c
question and leave it at that. Section 20 is, in m y o p i n i o n ,
t he b e st . . . o n e of t he bet;er parts o f the bill. I think
i t . . .w ha t i t doe s i s e st ab l i sh e s t h a t t h e p ub l i c po l i cy i n c l u d e d
i n LB 371 c annot b e a b r ogat ed by contract and this t ype of

2549 '


