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certain that we h ave a steady stream of product that conforms
with rules and regulations of both the.. .of t h e b r e wer ie s a s
well as of the State of .Nebraska in dealing with beer p r o duct .
It creates an orderly market, meaning that one of the concerns
that has been brought to me by the consumers in this area and
retailers is, through the retail market, is how are we going to
ensure that our...that we have a wholesaler that wil l se rv i c e
our territory in a proper way in our area'? And this b i l l wi l l ,
as f ar as can be d one I t h i nk i n l e gi sl at i o n, pr e se rv e
continuous service by maintaining markets. Y ou wil l n o t ha v e
t he s i t u a t i on , h opefu l l y , where a l a r ge br ewe r would se l ec t
maybe that Omaha as the location for its only wholesaler in the
State of Nebraska and that you would not have the kind of
penetration in greater Nebraska that is necessary to service the
reta i l e r s i n t hat ar e a. The bi l l i s qui t e l en g t h y and somewhat
involved. I t is needed legislationand it, as r eflected by
several court cases throughout the country on thissubject, it
will decrease the necessity for any l i t i gat i on i n t his a r ea
w hich i s i n f r anc hi s e cases can be extremely costly and time
consuming. I t provides provisions for arbitration and o ther
easier methods of dealing with problems that come up between
b rewers and wholesal e r s . The bill, as I mentioned earlier, does
have requirements set out for. ..to protect the interests of the
retailer. I t , for example, requires that the equipment that is
uti l i z e d be maint a i ned and c l e an , the product to be rotated and
that dated products be removed fro.. the shelves. I t a l s o
regulates that the relationship to ; ~me degree bet w ee n t he
wholesale r and t he retailer, so t hat there would b e a
prohibition against selling beer to a retailer who does not have
a location within the wholesaler's market, wh. 'h is certainly a
consumer i ss u e and an issue for the orderly regulation of the
product, and also requires that a wholesaler shall not sell beer
to a retailer who the wholesaler reasonably knows does not have
a l ocat i on wi t hi n t he wholesaler's territory except for
temporary service. So we have orderly markets preserved. We
h ave se r v i ce pr e se r v e d throughout the S tate of N e b r a ska .
Consumer interests are taken care of in this bill. I appreci a t e
Senator Smith's and her committee's work on this bill. I
appreciate Senator Haberman in his decision to make this his
priority bill. It was extremely helpful to the wholesalers and
others a n d con sumers who are int erested in t his p i ec e of
l egislation. Tha n k yo u for yo u r i ndul g e nce and I w o u l d
encourage that this bill be moved on to Select File. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. An amen dment o n t h e d e sk ,
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