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claims cane before the Business and Labor Committee is that he
agency...if the agency for which the enployee works says tthat
the judgnent should be paid, the claim indemnified, then the
risk manager and the clains board will goalong. It's in the

interest of an agency to say, pay this claim ~jndemnif it,
because t hat can keep theagency fromfacing embarrasss:"nt by
the matter having additional scrutiny and exposure. That's

the Corrections Departnment said i ndemify and pay t hese cI al rrg
because the Corrections pepartnent, through e

ur its
i nvestigative.and disciplinary proceedings fal le to correct the
m sconduct of its enpl oyees.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: There are employees out there who are
guards...well, they call them corrections officers,
about the fact that it doesn't matter what they do because trge

state's going to pay the judgment anyway and the departn"ent is
never going to find they have done anything wong and that's why
it goes tofederal court. W, as a legislature, are fostering
t hese federal | awsuits pecause we will not e the
Departnment of Institutions to have a proper procedure({o protect
the rights of inmates. A bill like this allows the paynent or
the indemmification of one of these clains wthout goi ng through
the legislative process. Therisk managercan pay i
And they have told us if the department agrees that % I% Bﬂ
paid, they pay it.  Were s the legislative oversrght and
i nvol vement ? So” what will the Legislaturé do? Say, there were
some bad claims paid last tine because thepgk rhanager agreed
to pay themso this time we will not approprlate mney “tor  any
claims, that's |ike closing the door after the horse has |eft
the barn. We shoul d exercise our oversight while the jssye is
alive which requires or justifies oversight. anq| think this
bill does take that away fromthe I.egislature. (one ot her poi nt .
These departnents right now, and agencies, can i ndemmify any
claim of any employee up to $2,000 wi t hout comi ng through t'he
claims process, without comi ng through the siness abor
Conmittee. So t hey have a certain anount o? crill scretron al ready
as to clains that they can pay, it comes out of their budget,
but they can paythemjust like that. |f we' re going to have
oversight, we should have it. |f we' re not going to have it, we
should take away the requirenment that any of these ¢laims pass
t hrough the Legislature for consideration. Al or nothing.

PRESIDENT: Time. Senator MFarland, please.
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