
March 21, 1989 LB 77

SENATOR WARNER: Beyond the review of the Attorney General.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Right. That's all the questions I have right
now because my time will run. We have had some claims from
corrections this session in the Business and Labor Committee.
The Corrections Department conducts on e o f t h ose inte rna l
investigations where an inmate alleges having been wronged. The
Corrections Department finds no wrong on the p art o f t h e
institution or the inmate. The Attorney General investigates,
finds no wrong on the part of the institu..ion or the i ndi v i d u a l
employee. It goes to federal court and the court rules for the
employee. The Corrections Department and these e m p l o yees are
v ery un c o ncerned ab o u t the rights of inmates and they commit
violations of the l aw i n d ep r i v i ng t he se inmates of t h eir
r igh t s . And we ha d on e c ase and it troubles me that the
Business and Labor Committee approved the claim anyway.

. .

PRESIDE%': One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...where a member of the Attorney General' s
staff lost the case. The Legislature decided not to indemnify
the losing employees because of the nature of their misconduct .
She came back to the committee,on the advice of the Attorney
General's office, because they were embarrassed at having l o st
the case, and she flushed a great deal when I was questioning
her as to why she is continuing to represent t he s e peop l e when
they lost the case in court, they lost the matter on the floor
of the Legislature last year. Then they bring it b ack an o t h e r
year at the instigation of the Attorney General's office who had
told the people who had won the case that they were not going to
hold to the set tlement t hey m a d e o r i g i n al l y b ecause t h e
Legislature would not indemnify these individuals who were found
by Judge Urbom to have engaged in conduct that was v e r y , v e r y
bad. So the Attorney General's office reneged on a settlement
t hey had a g r eed t o , m a d e t he p eo p l e wh o won the settlement
r educe t he amo u n t they accepted so these employees would have
less that they had to pay this individual, t hen th e Bu s i n ess and
Labor Committee approved of that claim.

P RESIDENT: T i m e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I think the.
. .

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r McFarland , p l ea se , followed by S enator
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