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with indigent health care. We did, in f act, go t o t h e
Appropriations Committee after it got through Select File so
that it can, in fact, be hopefully part of the process. What i s
interesting about it is, though, we don' t k n ow . No s t o f us, in
fact all of us, except those on the Appropriations Committee,
and even r i gh t new even the Appropriations Committee don' t
really know how it is all going to come out. But if we have to
wait and take our chances three or four days before the session
ends o r a coupl e of weeks, whatever it might be, we wil l b e
ill-equipped and very, unfortunately not very well prepared to
argue or debate regarding the priorities that may be recommended
by the committee. So for that reason, you see,only for that
reason, I support this l egislation, and I hav e heard t h e
p hi l o sophi c a l , and r e l i g i ous , and moral arguments about who is
going to be the lesser of the brothers and receive the lesser of
the money, but this is one of those appropriations processes
where w e sho u l d hav e on the floor the chance to consider the
priorities. Not the priorities that have traditionally exist,
not protecting the status quo, and increasing those budgets that
are, in fact, the st atus quo to meet expanding needs, but,
hopefully, someday to begin on a level playing f i e l d wher e we
don' t exerc is e t h e se p oo r folks to come to o ur St an d i n g
Committees with their wishes and their hopes and t h ei r d r eam s
k nowing f u l l we l l . . . wi t ho u t k no w i n g f u l l we l l t h at t h ey p r o b a b l y
will never have a chance to be seriously considered, u nless , o f
course, they were a part of the appropriations process. So yo u
see, t h i s i s j u st on e of t h o s e e x amples w i t h t h i s l eg i sl at i on
that justifies my supporting pulling the committee (sic) to the
floor notwithstanding the actions of the committee because the
committee, at the present time, can't tell us what t h ei r
priorities are. Nost of us can't either. But for this kind of
a priority and this kind of a need to h ave a f ai r sh ak e , at
least as fair a shake as is possible, I think it is important
for us to pull this legislation to the floor for consideration.

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Haberman, followed b y S e n a t o r
Schellpeper .

SENATOR HABERNAN: Nr. President and colleagues, I step up to
this microphone today with a heavy heart. Ny h e a r t i s he avy
because t h e re i s g r eat sadness i n t he t own s a nd v i l l a g e s
throughout the land of NIRF. The Smirfs, as the supporter s of
NIRF ar e ca l l ed , are v e ry sad b ec a use t h e y h av e n o c a bbage.
Years ago, t h e y were able to raise much of their own c a bbage,
but over the years, the great council decreed that most of the
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