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ought to use as the leverage to nake a conmtnent to not just
metropolitan Nebraska, but the entire State of Nebraska and,
particularly, rural Nebr aska because | don't think there is an
belief out there right now that there is any conmitment to rura
Nebr aska. This is probably apoor bill to say it is going to
sol ve the problem of rural %raska andl wish | could say
there was some other |n|t|at|ve out there that | thought reall'y
woul d, but we need to start having that serious discussion and |

say this bill is nmore of a policy issue along those |ines than
whet her it is good policy or bad policy to pull it out of the
Appropriations Conmittee. | don't think the world is going to
come to an end today if you pull it out of the Appropriations
Conmittee. | don't |ike going against ny conmttee. | have not
pushed strongly to put this bill out of conmittee out of respect
for that coomittee, but, nevertheless, | think jt js time to

kind of push those issues and talk about how we are going to
address infrastructure, how we are going to address the needs of
every comunity in this state, and are we, in fa"t, sing
resources in the best way to treat people eqmtably across the
state. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Ashford, please.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Nr. President and nenmbers. | stand
here somewhat in the sane quandary that Senator gScofield does.
I am a signer on the bill and I support the bill. However, |
will not support the notion to bring the bill to the floor for

couple of reasons. One, | agree with Senator Barrett, Speaker
Barrett, when we...l know when ny tort bill cane on the floor
and there was a concern about bracketing that bill until a later

date, and | stood up and really probably single-handedly kij||l ed
my own bill by going forward with that bill that day, LB 159. I

think the process is inportant. | jntend to support LB 683 when
it comes before the Appropriations Conmitt Last year Senator
Landis had a bonding bill up which I opposed and | amnot
certain | made the right decision on that. | think that Senator
Landis has come up with sone very imaginative, innovative jdeas
inthis area that are really inportant to be dealt with. | |ast

week read Governor Kean's pook about his experiences in New
Jersey, and one of the chapters was about { he fundi ng of the
Neadowlands project where a giant stadiumis |ocated right
across the river fromManhattan, and one of the mechani sns that
was used to create the Neadow ands conplex was a rather conplex
series of financial arrangenents including a state bonding
provision that was funded by state tax revenues,not by local
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