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functions of properly | think would be of property tax. pgytif

you | ook back, we are assessing now presently 27 cents on a pack
of cigarettes. If you |ook at how that is earmarked now,
16 cents of it is going to General Fund, andthe other 11 cents
are earmarked. B ut of the 11 cents that are earmarked, | want
you to understand how they all are going. They all are going
now for the purpose o the general public; Nebraska Qutdoor
Recreation Fund gets 1 cent; Cancer Research Fund gets 1 cent:

the universities and colleges get, | don't have the cents, but
they get...sonme of the LB 410 projects, the Aninmal Science gets
4 cents, Cushing Coliseum Norrill Hall gets 2 cents, andthe
remai ning goes to other projects g determined by th

Legi sl ature. Ny point is that these are all going now for t

good of the general public, the population at large, gnd | think
it would be an error to Change our p0| |Cy now and start

earmarking this specifically for,” as it were in this case, small
t owns. In other words, itreally does not benefit the entire

popul ation of the state but starts narrowing the fgocus of who
woul d benefit fromthis, in this case, spmall towns and vill ages.

It would then make a major policy shift away from use by the

General Funds or fromearmarking for” the general population gpg

go to the specific purpose of small towns across the State of
Nebraska. They already have the apjlit y to levy a sales tax.

Wb have already granted every village, city, Class |, Class |1,

already have the ability to levy a sales tax, so we have already
|ven_awa%some_of our abilit y to control the tax raising
unction by giving themabil ity to rajse up to 1 I/2 cents sal es

t ax. So we have given away sone of our ability already. ¢ e
ive awa this ability, hi r mar ki ng, hi i

91.5 m Ili%n out of they Géne?aleaFurmj of gghet St a?te Ic?f I\%bc?tagig,
and so we not only are limting, we then are taking away sone of

the tax base that we, in the State of Nebraska, have. | think
it is a poor time to be taking away from our tax base when,

obviously, we should be looking for increasing our tax base,

probably down the road, as we | ook down the road. W are taking
this ability of the State of Nebraska to levy away for 20 years.

W are losing this ability to have this noney for 20 years,

e

whether it goes up, or if it may well go down. The point is
that this is to come out first. ws are probably going to |ose
nore of our tax base as the cigarette money declines. So

! [
think for two reasons, one is that it is a poor public policy to
start earmarking this when up until now we have not done this
that specifically. We have done it for the public good, for the
use of state funds. This earmarks it now back to 537 villages,
cities, towns across the state. The other thing is that | would
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