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A bi l l .

there are problems in many,
caught between the fact of
very, v e r y g ood cause and yet
we open t he gat e we have
particular...or all chemicals
quite sure that's the prudent

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Fu r t h er d iscuss io n on t h e
advancement of the bill. Senator Schmit. (Gavel. )

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President and members, three y e a r s a g o mo s t
of the same individuals who are supporting this b i l l wer e
adamantly in support of taking the state out of the business.
Over my objections, they did so. Of course, Senator Warner had
taken the money out of the program several years before that so
there really wasn' t...they really weren't all wrong. N ow, w e
have been talking a lot about taxes and property taxes and the
impact upon local government by what we do here and i f y ou wi l l
note very carefully, we' re not going to put that much money into
this program in this respect but there may be some fiscal impact
upon the counties, particularly those counties where the leafy
spurge is beginning to become prevalent and many o ther no x i ou s
weeds are beginning to overrun the pasturelands. I t ' s k i nd o f ,
I guess, a matter of your priorities, we jus t adv an c e d a b i l l
t hat wi l l co st t h e State of Nebraska about $5,700 for each
addi t i o na l i nd i v i d u a l w e c o n v i c t , so if u nder t h at b i l l you
convict 200 people, you are going to increase your cost to the
penal system by about a million bucks a year. We can' t p u t a
million bucks here into the deterrent program but we can put a
million bucks a year or two million bucks p er ye ar i nt o t he
program which will lock them up. Therefore, I would hope that
if this bill becomes law that it will be an eifective bill and
that we will spend some money to curb thespread o f t he se
noxious weeds and do s o i n a manner which is e fficient and,
hopefully, cost effective. It's kind of ironic though when you
look at it that we' re willing to spend money to stamp out weeds
and we ar e not w il l i n g t o sp e n d morey t o stamp out the drug
pushers. I guess it's a matter of priorities. I sup p o r t t he

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Senator Elmer, followed by Senator

SENATOR ELMER: T hank you, Nr . P re s i d e n t . I apologize for being
down front. I just want to rise in support of this particular

many areas in the state and so I'm
not supporting Senator Dierks in a
once we start down that door and
so many prob l ems. A nd to t a x o n e
for one particular area, I 'm not
t hing t o d o T h ank y o u .

Dierks .
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