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problem confronting the country because it reaches everywhere,
all levels of society. However, there are some groups, a s wi t h
every other problem, who are hurt by it more than others. I pu t
the motion to bracket, as I said, to make sure that the question
wouldn't be called before some had the chance to speak, but also
that I'm serious about the motion to bracket. I would l i k e t h e
bill not to pass at a ll. The motion is bracket it until
April 25th. The date is not that important t o me. I wo u l d
like, since there has been some discussion, for there to be the
passage of som days to see if the Legislature still feels that
this is a bill that ought to be passed. If it is bracketed, I
would not attempt to amend it anyway, as I haven't attempted to
amend it today, I have just tried tos'op i t . I have g o t t e n
into the record all of the things at this point that I t h in k I
need to h ave there. I th ink it's important that a record be
made. This is the first serious relatively extended d iscus s i o n
we have had of the drug problem this year a s a Le g i s l a t u r e a n d I
think we do have a responsibility to show some leadership. If
t he onl y l ea d e r s h ' p w e c a n show is to create two new c ategor i e s
of felony and set some mandatory minimums which, by the way, are
very modest, then we really haven't done anyth i ng . No t on l y i n
Nebraska but in the country as a whole there is no w ar ag a i n s t
d rugs . I f t he r e ev er was a w ar, i t ha s been completely
i r r e t r i ev a b l y l o s t . There is a defect in the public c harac t e r
of this country that is going to allow drugs- o con t i n u e t o
flourish no matter what is done. But for tho se who a r e
victimized by t his problem because they' re ina loca t i o n w h e r e
they cannot get away from it, opportunity in the fcrm of choices
ought to be made available. If there is such a thing as giving
a rope ladder to somebody who is in a pit and wants to get out
of it, the Legislature should be in the busiress of fashioning
that ladder. This bill does not do that. I have n o l o v e f or
d rug pushers o r d e a le r s , s u p p l ie r s t hat I s ee ri ght no w in
Nebraska a s ot h e r p l ace s . 1he big fish have not been touched.
They are not going to be touched. If they have arrested only
six pe o p l e bet w een January and Narch, with a sufficient amount
of drugs in their possession to have been affected by this bill,
that, in itself, shows you that enforcement is no t oc cu r r i ng .
If, on the other hand, they' re going tc tell you there are only
six people in Omaha who are dealing at this level, then Omaha, I
wi' 1 tell you, has no drug problem. If the biggest pushers and
dealer s ar e t ho se wh o have the amounts of drugs that Senator
Abboud mentioned and not all six of them had the top amount that
he mentioned, Omaha is one of the lucky cities that does not
h ave a d r ug pr ob l em . If there have not been more arrests of
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