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problem confronting the country because it reaches everywhere,
all levels of society. However, there are sone groups, gas with
every other problem who are hurt by it nmore than others. | ¢
the notion to bracket, as | said, to make sure that the question
woul dn't be cal |l ed before sonme had the chance to speak, but al so

that |'m serious about the notion to bracket. | would like the
bill not to pass at all. The motion is bracket it until
April 25th. The date is not that inportant o me | would
like, since there has been sone discussion, for there to be the
passage of som days to see if the Legislature still feels that
this is a bill that ought tobe passed. |f it is bracketed, |
woul d not attenpt to amend it anyway, as | haven't attenpted to
anmend it today, | have just tried tos'op it. | have gott en
into the record all of the things at this point that | {hink |
need to have there. I think it's inmportant that arecord be

made. This is the first serious relatively extended (jscussion
we have had of the drug problemthis year 353 Legislature and |
think we do have a responsibility to showggne leadership. |f

the only leadersh'p we can showis to create two new categories
of felony and set some nmandatory mninmuns whi ch, by the Wa%;/

v are
very modest, then we really haven't done anything. Not only in
Nebraska but in the country as a whole there is no war against
drugs. If there ever was a war, it has been conpletely

irret rievably lost. There is a defect in the public c¢haracter
of this ~country that is going to allow drugs.q continue to
flourish no matter what is done. But for those who are
victim zed by t hi s problem because they' re iy |gcation where
they cannot get away fromit, opportunity in the fcrmof choices

ought to be nmade available. |f there is such a thing as giving
a rope | adder to sonebody who is in a pit and wants to get out
of it, the Legislature should be in the busiress of fashioning
that | adder. This bill does not do that. | have no love for
drug pushers or dealers, suppliers t hat | see right now jp
Nebraska as other places. 1he big fish have not been touched.
They are not going to be touched. If they have arrested only

six people betweenJanuary and Narch, with a sufficient anmount
of drugs in their possession to have been affected by this bill,
that, in itself, shows you that enforcenent is not occurring.
If, on the other hand, they' re going tc tell you there are only
si x people in Omha who are dealing at this level, then Omha,
wi' 1 tell you, has no drug problem |f the biggest pushers and
dealers are those who have the anpunts of drugs that Senator
Abboud mentioned and not all six of them had the top ampunt that
he nmentioned, Omaha is one of the lucky c(¢ities that does not
have a drug problem. |f there have not been nore arrests of
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