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to be better, get an education and they ask me, why? And wh at
am I going to tell them? They ask me, Ernie, can you get me the
job? Can you pay my mother's rent? Can you keep her utilities
turned on? And some of them have the opportunity to a c c ompany
their mothers to these doctors' o .fices and because they get
Nedicaid they are told, well, we take our paying customers first
so you just wait until we get through with anybody here who i s
going to pay now, as though the money they get through Nedicaid
i s no t money . The incessant insults, the degradation, the
constant stamping of a people with a badge of inferiority may be
accepted by the cider people and the weaker people, but there is
a s p i r i t i n some peop l e no matter how o l d they g e t and
especially in the young who feel a need to str i k e b ack . And
when that day comes I understand why they strike back, better
than anybody else, so how can I, in conscience, tell them, don' t
d o i t ? And t h e n we ' l l se e re s o l u t i o n s p o p p in g u p i n h ere whe n
w e come b a c k i n sess i o n , maybe the Governor will call us into
special session to give the state patrol more power, to give the
National Guard more power, a lways t h e op pr es s i v e n e s s and t h e
suppress io n can ge t support on this floor, but a positive
program to solve a problem, to prevent a problem will be laughed
at here. I know the contempt that people in this Legislature
have for me an d min e. I know it and I' ve known it for the
19 years t h a t I ' v e b e en h e r e . I 'd h av e t o b e a fool not to know
it, I'd have to be blind not to see it and I'd have to b e d ea f
not to hear it . We give Senator Elmer money to keep alivea
school in his area that the economists and e v e n t he ed uc at o r s
tell us cannot be justified, but we give it, a nd so on d own t h e
line, much money for Lincoln, much money for he farmers.
a t t h i s po i n t , I tell you to do whatever you want to do because
t he b i l l , i f y ou p as s it, is n ot going to make t hat mu c h
d i f f e r e n ce . Th i s i s n ot a b ack - b r e a k i n g b i l l f o r t h e pe o p l e i n
my community. It's just a dodge and an excuse fo r t ho se who
have a responsibility to address the problem to not do so. Th i s
symbol becomes the substantive program that will never be put in
place, and I'm not going to ask the Legislature to do anything.
If a scholarship bill that I'm trying to get out of h ere com es
up, I ' l l ask for the Legislature to fund that but on anything
else, nothing. I' ll go to Omaha and I' ll see what I can do but
don' t let this Legislature talk in th e fu ture about being
ccncerned with the solution of problems that a people are n o t
t hemselve s i n a po s i t i on t o solve a l o n e We ' l l t ake o ur l i t t l e
and do much with it. You will never see me crawl in here, you
will never hear me cry in here, you will never see me beg
because it is not my nature to beg and I want every young black
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