
March 20, 1 9 8 9 LB 592

is talking about now in his campaign are things that I had made
notes on and talked to him about in terms of dealing with this
drug problem and he never wanted to do anything with it, but I
guess it came in handy for use in his political discussions now.
To my kno w l edge, I 'm t he on l y p er son i n or out of this
Legislature who pet together a task force of businessmen in
Omaha that had the highest officials of the largest companies in
Omaha to study the f inances of the City of Omaha and put
together a program and some of the recommendations have been put
in place and can be shown in Omaha n ow. That ' s wh at I h a d
succeeded i n d o i n g and nobody else on the floor can make that
claim. And I have offered to work with t hese p eo p l e and go t
nowher . It's a lot easier to characterize these young people
as crii..nals by nature and you give t hem h e av y se nt e n c e s and
forget about them, but they are our children, and when I s ay ou r
i n t h i s o n e , I me a n b l a c k p e o p l e ' s ch i l d r en . They re p r e s e nt ou r
future and they have the opportunity to see how little care and
concern there is for them in this society. Every time they see
something in the p aper that relates to them it's more police
officers, more foot patrolmen, m andatory s e n t e n ce s an d b e i n a
position to blow them away if you' re suspicious. So they learn
and you can preach all the sermons that you want t o , you c an
talk all that you please in school about study to s how yours e l f
approved so you can get these jobs and then you' re t urned awa y
but you see your white classmates able to get these jobs. And
people on t h i s f l o o r a n d i n t h i s state want to pretend there is
no such thing as racism, that everybody has equal opportunity
a nd our p e op l e a r e p o o r b e c a use we wan t t o be poo r and w e h av e
no jobs because we don't want to work. I p r obabl y w o r k h a r d e r
in this Legislature than any five people in h ere , and I ' m an
example of what black people are about. We have less with which
to wor k and mu st do more with it .. We h ave to , i n som e
instances, take a penny whistle and make music like t hat you
would expect to come from a symphony, always expected to do more
with less. I know, as I said, you' re going to pass this bill,
but what I intend to try to do when the Legislature i s ou t o f
session and I have more time is put together another task force
of businessmen and see if they are willing to help d o w h a t i s
within their power to do to solve the problem T hat s h o u l d n o t
be my job. There are local officials in Omaha an d t h er e ar e
county officials and they have a responsibility. D o you a l l
think that I could go to young people this summer and i f t h ey
are embittered, they have no work, they have run into things in
school that should never be done to children in school , a nd I ' m
going to tell them just continue to have hope, things are going
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