Narch 20, 1989 LB 592

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Hefner, followed by Senator
LaQdls.

SENATOR HEFNER:  Question.

PRESI DENT: The question has been call ed.

SENATOR CHANBERS: | obj ect.

PRESI DENT: Obj ect ? Ocay, there has been an objection. Ve
m ght | et it go on a couple, three norespeakers, if you don't
m nd, Senator Hefner. Senator Landis, then Senator Abbdud, then
Senator Elmer.

SENATOR LANDI S: Havi ng been placed on the record on this issue,
| thought |'d explain why | would oppose 592 because,

h in art,
it really does share some basic assumptions with Se%ator
Chanbers' argument. You have to understand that the i dea of
deterrent, which | hear being passed around here, iSreaIIy a

perspective of a nice, pleasant mi ddle g upper-income
perspective from people |ike ourselves who have a great deal to

| ose by going to jail, a job o Jose, credibility, friends,
fam ly. To us, the notion of a jail sentence is anathema, It'
the worst, and the idea of spending a long time there js scazy
and very powerful. But if you' re a person who has no job and
little prospect of one, js in a cormunit%/ with hi gh
unenpl oyment, low job skills and the best of theest of your

life |ooks to be nothing than nore than mini rum wage and you ve
got a chance t o make thousands and thousands and thousands of
dollars, there is no way the |logic of deterrent preaks the
attractiveness of selling drugs; which means you catch them you
put them away for life, put themaway for 50years, there wll
be somebody el se. That enploynment line is the p,pst attractive

enpl oynent |ine those people have. Andwhat we do on days like
today is pat ourselves on the back and answer wijth middle class

responses which appeal to us but don't understand the mentality
that we' re trying to change. Now on npst days | frankly sijt
here and do the same thing as you do, we rai sethe penalties, we
burmp it a class froma nisdeneanor tog felony and think that
we' ve wal ked away from sonething. ws haven' t. What we' ve done
is created a relatively good editorial for ourselves, perhaps ;3
good headline, sone good ink and a darn nice line on our
reel ection canpaign brochures. We have not done sip for the
drug problem This, if it's our first line of defense, nmeans
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