
Narch 20, 19 8 9 LB 592

PRESIDENT:
L aQdls .

SENATOR HEFNER: Question .

PRESIDENT: The question has been called.

SENATOR CHANBERS: I object.

PRESIDENT: Object? Ok ay, there has been an objection. We
might let it go on a couple, three morespeakers , i f yo u d o n ' t
mind, Senator Hefner. Senator Landis, then Senator Abboud, then

SENATOR LANDIS: Having been placed on the record on t h i s i s su e ,
I thought I'd explain why I would oppose 592 because, in pa r t ,
it really does share some basic assumptions with Senator
Chambers' argument. You have to understand that the i dea of
deterrent, which I hear being passed around here, isr eal l y a
perspective of a ni ce, pleasant m i ddle to up pe r - i nc o me
perspective from people like ourselves who have a great deal to
lose by going to jail, a job t o l o se , c r ed i b i l i t y , f r i e n d s ,
family. T o us, the notion of a jail sentence is anathema, it' s
the worst, and the idea of spending a long time there i s sc a z y
and very powerful. But if you' re a person who has no job and
little prospect of o ne, is in a commun ity wit h h i gh
unemployment, low job s kills and the best of ther est o f y ou r
life looks to be nothing than more than minimum wage and you' ve
got a c hance to make thousands and thousands and thousands of
dollars, there is no way the logic of de terrent b reaks t h e
attractiveness of selling drugs; which means you catch them, you
put them away for life, put them away for 50 years, there will
be somebody else. That employment line is the most attractive
employment line those people have. And what we d o o n d a y s l i k e
today is pat ourselves on the back and answer with m i d d l e c l a ss
responses which appeal to us but don't understand the mentality
that we' re trying to change. Now on most days I fr ankly si t
here and do the same thing as you do, we rai se the penalties, we
bump it a class from a misdemeanor toa felony and think that
we' ve walked away from something. We haven' t. What we' ve done
is created a relatively good editorial for ourselves, perhaps a
good headline, some good ink and a d ar n n i ce l i n e on our
reelection campaign brochures. We have not done sip for the
drug problem. This, if it's our first line o f d ef e n s e , me a n s

Thank you. Sen ator Hefner, followed by Senator

S enator E l mer .
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