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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes. M. Chairman and members of the
Legislature, the amount of {he punjshment being proposed hy
Senat or Abboud, I think, as he pointed out, is noderate so |I'm
not attacking that. |'m attacking the need for the bill because

under present |aw and the sentencing structure, the range of
years that can be given, that can be achieved now. The problem
that | see is usi n% this to give the appearance that somethin
has been done by the Legislature that 1s going to inmpact on dru
trafficking and it will not serve that purpose. people will
tend to sit back and say we' ve done sonethjng. The Legislature
does have an obligation and if | thought "the Legislature were
serious, |'d make proposals. In our communi ty, which is
victimzed nmore than anyother one right now, we had talked to
bl ack officers to set up a task force that would deal with drugs
and youth gangs and the youth violence. chief Wadman ni xi ed t he
i dea and said there is no problem infuriating the comunity and
put many of us who are considered spokespersons or |eaders in 4
position of saying, we won't work with such a man anymore. vygq,
had a comunity, that usuall is at odds with the poli ce,

wanting to set up a task forceand werk with them These men
know the fam lies, they know the youngsters and they know the

di fference between a grouping of young people who zre there as a
group and those who are a gang. There have always been
groupings. The big difference nowis the amount of money and
t he heavy weaponry that is avail able and these weapons are being
put in the hands of young people who don't have the nbney to
afford them They don't get them from other youngsters who have

the noney to afford them If it comes from one vyoungster to
another, you trace it back to an adult and usually somebody
outside the conmunity and | don't nean s far a as California
in all instances. We have wrestled with this problem we have
tried to work with the mayor, we have tried to work with the
chief of police and nothing is done. A man  who runs an

apartment complex called me just yesterday or the day before
because he had called the chief and the Safet% di rector about
drug deals at his place and when he calls the police takefrom
45 mnutes Fo an hour g get there, then nothing is done.
They'Il  drive a few blocks away andpark in a beauty shop and
that's where they spend their time gnd this is what is ravaging
the community and the Legislature thinks jt's a rational
responseto say, put a three-year m nimum sentence in one
instance and a five-year nmininumin the other. |f you're not
making the arrests, there will be no trial; with no trial there
is no conviction. When people are arrested and charged there
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