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will hurt their health. We.. sone of us have introduced a bill
t hat would suspend the driver'slicense of our young people,
but, as | understand it, that is still being held in committee

and so | feel that we need to start some place. W need to tell
the people that we mean business when we enact these tougher
penalties for using drugs and for dealing in drugs, and so |

WOU|C| Ul’ge yOU, at thlStIm—:‘, to vote against the k||| rrotion on
this bill.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Ashford, followed by Senator
Abboud. Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: M. President, colleagues, | just have a couple
comrents and then I' Il be seated and we can probably nove on ;4
a vote on this. The bill was ainmed, when we...when the bill was

formulated there were a nunber of differentapproaches that we
could have gone with and | felt wvery strongly that the bill
should be —aimed at the jnpdividuals that are profiting from

drugs. I felt that the users of them it'Srather unfortunate,
It" s very unfortunate, and jt was my hope though that the
i ndividuals that are using these drugs w I'l stop. And one  way
to get themtO StOp is by Shutt| ng of f the Supply of these drugs
comng into their community. |t was intent with the bill

wnen it was focusing just on the individual's that |ere gsel ling
it, the individuals that were profitingfromit and you have

i ndividuals that are selling these drugs, trafficki ng in cocaine
and crack that don't actually use them and to themit's strictly
a business proposition. There is millions of dollars to be made

inthe sale of these twoillicit...of cocaine andcrack and as a
busi ness proposition | think this should be one of tge he%zards
ed the

of doing business. Hazardis that if you're convict irst
time, if you' re white, if you' re black,ng matter whoyou are,
no matter what type of an attorney you get, if you' re convicted,

you' re going to do sone time in prison. And | think that that
approach, though it may seema bit harsh, is the only real
approach that will help to slow this down. Nowwe can increase

the penalties to these people, put themin lifegentence. I
know the State of Texas has some incredibly harsh penalties, up
to 99 years in prison for these types of offenses, but that
really wasn't myaim. | think people can change, but I think
that, unfortunately, sometimes the state has to help out these
people to change and, hopefully, by having these types of
mandat ory m ni nrum where they know that” if they' re convicteed they
wall ~ go to prison, jt will help to discourage some of these
people fromcoming into our state and selling drugs here or
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