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will hurt their health. We.. .some of us have introduced a b i l l
that would suspend the driver's license of our young people,
but, as I understand it, that is still being held in committee
and so I feel that we need to start some place. We need to tell
the people that we m ean business when we enact these tougher
penalties for using drugs and for dealing in d rugs, and so I
would urge you, at this time, to vote against the kill motion on
t hi s b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Senator Ashford, followed by Senator

SENATOR ABBOUD: Mr. President, c ol l eagues , I j u st h a v e a co u p le
comments and then I' ll be seated and we can probably move on to
a vote on this. The bill was aimed, when we...when the bill was
formulated there were a number of different approaches that we
could have gone with and I felt very strongly that the bill
should be a imed a t the individuals that are profiting from
drugs. I felt that the users of them, it'srather unfortunate,
i t ' s very un f o r t un a t e , and it was my h ope though that the
individuals that are using these drugs will stop. And one way
to get them to stop is by shutting off the supply o f t h e s e d r u g s
coming into their community. It was my intent with the bill
wnen it was focusing just on the individuals that were se l l i ng
it, the individuals that were profiting from it and you have
individuals that are selling these drugs, trafficking in cocaine
and crack that don't actually use them and to them it's strictly
a business proposition. There is millions of dollars to be made
in t h e s a l e of t h es e t w o i l l i ci t . ..o f c o c a i n e and cr ac k an d a s a
business proposition I think this should be one of the h aza r d s
of doing business. Hazard is that if you' re convicted the first
time, if you' re white, if you' re black,no mat te r wh o y ou a r e ,
no matter what type of an attorney you get, if you' re convicted,
you' re going to do some time in prison. And I think that t h at
approach, though it m ay seem a bi t harsh, is the only real
approach that will help to slow this down. Now we can i nc r e ase
the penalties to t hese people, put them in lifes entence . I
know the State of Texas has some incredibly harsh penalties, up
to 9 9 ye ar s i n p r i son for these types of offenses, but that
real l y w a s n ' t m y a i m. I think people can change, but I t h i nk
that, unfortunately, sometimes the state has to help out these
people to change and, hopefully, b y having these types o f
mandatory minimum where they know that if they' re convicted they
wall go t o p r i son , i t wi l l h e l p t o d i sco u r ag e s ome o f t h e s e
people from coming into our state and s el l i ng d ru g s h er e or

Abboud. Se n a t o r A b boud .
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