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Chambers' k i l l mo t i o n .

Senator Chambers is probably right, w e don' t n e c e ssar i l y n e e d a
special classification for drug penalties like this. But I
think, just like we did in the early 1980s, we, the Legislature,
are reacting now today to a problem of drug use, particularly a
problem with cocaine and crack. N ow we are wr ong , w e a r e w r o n g
to sit he"e and c' aim that we' re solving the problem, b ut t h i s
b i l l i s on e mor e p i e c e o f t h e pu z z l e t h at I t h i nk i s wi se j u st
as it was in battling the drunken driving problems early in the
1980s, i t he l ped . This bill doesn't hurt the cause at all. I
f i r ml y b e l i e v e i t h e l p s t h e c a u s e somewhat, and Senator Chambers
and I may debate on how much it actually helps i t ; I t h i n k
there's no doubt that it will help our battle against drugs
somewhat and, for that reason, we shouldn't just give up because
for 100 ye a rs w e' v e b een b at t l i ng t h i s p r ob l em. We a l so
shouldn't beat our chests and say we' re going to eradicate the
problem by the turn of the century again , b ut we sho u l d not
indefinitely postpone this bill, as Senator Ch ambers u rg es u s t o
do, and instead we should pass this bill and continue to help
address t h e wa r on d rugs . I u r ge you t o op p o s e Sen a t o r

PRESIDENT: Th an k yo u .
C hambers, p l e a s e .

S ENATOR NEISON: Nr . Sp ea k e r , members of th e b ody, Senator
Abboud did answer some of my questions and how many are affected
and in committee hearings I had a question in my own mind and
expose some of my knowledge or my no knowledge, I guess i t was ,
of the quantity and so on. I do feel that a lot of these, and
my question was, is this related to the co llege kid or t h e
person that is distributing drugs maybe to support his own habit
o r so on , and I see rehab i l i t at i on as a great tool in those
c ases . And I ' m a l so a w a r e of the c rowding problem at ou r
prisons and so on, and I was wonder .ng, in my own mind, are we
a ccompli sh in g a n y t h i n g ? I, too, have the sa me concern s a s
Senator C ham bers . I think that we have Larry King out walking
the streets yet today. And we don' t w an t t o g o soft on d r ug s ,
we n ee d on e m or e t oo l , and it' s not only Omaha' s problem, it' s
outstate problem too. And we de f i n i t e l y would n ot wan t to
change t ha t , b u t my concern is by creating another class and
where the word says mandatory, is the penalty too strong that
judges would not sentence and actually would go the other
d i r e c t i o n ? A nd I won ' t sup p or t t he k i l l mot i on a t t h i s t i me ,
but I d o , I ha ve som e s i n c e r e q u e s t i o n s i n t he b i l l . Are we
going too far and too strong and when we say mandatory ' ? Th e r e
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