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to take them honme or out and use them go | would hope that you
would figure out, | can't believe that there isn't a nmechani sm
to bring a bill like that, if you want to, but I do not pglieve
it should be included in this one and I support the Chair.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. Anyone else'? If not, the Chair
assumes we are ready for a vote, and...any member can speak one
time, Senator Ashford. W have in the past apparently allowed a
closing. Pl ease proceed.

SENATOR ASHFORD: A brief closing, thank you, M. Speaker, gng|
am, | do, I will for the sake of the process, apologize for
taking up the time on this bill, but | have been very frustrated
on this issue because of the interPre_tation gi ven by, the
Attorney General and others on the constitutional amendnment "t hat
was passed. Senator Wesely, early on, before the session

started, sent out avery good nenorandum about. on state | aws
and their effect nn this issue, and the West Virginia Supreme

Court recently ruled that, in 1988, the last part of 1988, 34
constitutional amendnment nore restrictive than ours prevent ed

very reasonable gun regulations, so it is a very frustrating

thing for me. Also someone mentioned that this l00ks |ike tne
start of my run for Congress. | think my reply wasit probably
was going to,be the start of a lot of people trying to run me
over rather than that. But, seriously, many states have now
dealt with this issue. There (is really no other vehicle ,
Senator Crosby, and | appreciate your point, but there really
isn't any other vehicle to deal with this. This is a crime and

puni shment section. This is a very real problem california

just recently, on March 13th, voted to ban assault rifles, gp
of course, we have already tal ked about the issue of the federal

governnent, and I think President Bush andothers are correct
that a lot of this action nmust be taken on the federal |evel and
not the state level. In answer to Senator Schmit's concern, |

also, am <concerned about definition of weapons. My ar’rendmen't
says more than five rounds of amunition, andmy point in doing
that was to not jnclude the deer rifle and the seaiautomatic
hunting rifle, but I amnot an expert on guns and certainly |
think that that is one of the issues that needs to be discuSsed
i s what kind of weapons are dangerous, yjolent, combat rifles,

and what kind of weapons are | egitimate hunting and sports
rifles . | have said in the past andwill continue to™ ¢ ver
and over again that | amnot after those weapons at a?)(, ut |

think that the only way that we are going to pe aple to deal

2421



