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because if the time cones, sonething gets bad enough and we need
the flexibility, let's do it up front and change the rules, guq
not try and do it in the color of a germane amendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Ashford, would you care to speak on
the challenge'?

SENATOR ASHFORD: Yeah, thank you, M. President. Yeah, | think
it is very tragic in our state that, because of the confusion
resulting fromthe passage of Initiative 403, weare unable to
really address this issue which is so inportant and so critical
to the safety of our citizens in the State of Nebraska. | can't
bring a bill to the floor on a simple 7-day waiting period
because of the confusion and the [ anguage in Initiative 403, gnd
| think that is a disservice to the people of thisgtate. |
think it is a tragedy. | think it is a tragedy that we can't
deal with the crimes of passion problemwth a 7-day waiting
period. In the State of Nebraska today, you can walk in, g5 |
said before, purchase these weaponssimply by answering five or
six questions on a federal firearms formin the affirmtive.
You answer the questions in the affirmative and you wal k out of
there with a semautomatic rifle sipilar to the one that was
used in the Stockton tragedy. |Inthe City of Omaha,violent
crimes have increased from2,410 in 1984 to 2,774 in 1988, and
the vi ol ent crimes, the drug-related crines, 35 we all know,
have continued to escal ate. And in conclusion, | would just
suggest that how many | aw enforcenent offi"ials, how many police
officers, how many innocent citizensgre we qoi ng to sacr' fice
until we, as a state, come to grips with this problem. I
strongly support the efforts of President Bush in his efforts,
and the efforts of Secretary Bennett and qgthers in trying to
come to grips with this problemona federal | evel, and |
support the efforts of the many | aw enforcenment agencies in the
State of Nebr askawho |.ave supported ny |egislation Again, |
just think it is a tragedy. It is a tragedy that e in this
Legislature, are unablé to deal with this issue becauseqs
| anguage in a constitutional provision which has absolutely no
place in our Constitution. We are not after the legitimte gun
owners. That is not the problem The problemis sonething that
is so obvious it is staring us in our faces and e can't deal
with it, and I think that is a tragedy. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Anyoneelse care to speak to the

subject of overruling? Senator Ch enbers, followed py Senator
Haberman.
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