March 20, 1989 LB 592

SENATOR CHM BERS: Over seven ounces. Thank you, Senator
Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Members of the Legislature, remenmber, keep
what | am saying separate fromthe fact that Senator Abboud
brought the bill. He is not an expert on this issue. Nobody on
the floor is, but the |aw enforcenent people who gave him the
bill are, and if they are trying to get a punishment set for g
specific |level of drug possession, they should have given
statistics on how many arrests they have made to show that that,
indeed, is a problem We know that the larger amounts
constitute a problem but they feel that by comi ng down here and
getting a bill passed by the Legislature, they can say, by god,
we are fighting the drug problem W got the Legislature to
i npose harsh mandatory mini mum sentences. Wil they make the
arrests? There were sonme police officers gccused of having been
involved in drugs, and the chief, and sone people in the police
di vi si on where disciplined,

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...he didn't even want to let the public know
who those people were. Bi g drug deal s produce |arge anobunts of
money and there are people who are behind this nefarious
activity whose hands will never be soiled with the crack or the
cocaine, itself. They will hire minions who will hire
youngsters to carry out the dirty work and you il find the
Omaha Police cracking down and arresting youngsters, teenagers
and others who are the synptons and victins, themselves, rather
than the ones who fund the drug traffic and make the bi g end of

the money. | am going to have to put ny light on again because
I don't want to run over. I don't want to be stopped in
. nidsentence, but | do want to say this. This bill, if it is

passed, with a 50-year mandatory mni numsentence i s not going
to touch the drug problemin Omaha or anywhere el se.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you. Notion on the desk.
ASSI STANT Cl ERK: Nr. President, Senator Ashford would mgoyve to

amend the bill. (See Ashford amendment on page 1233 of the
Legi sl ative Journal.)
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