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Police Department brought down a sample of actual crack, and it
is kind of a ye llowy substance...a yellowy substance that
can...the way they sell it is that they chop it up, slice it up,
and then it is sold in small quantities. The n ame o f c r ack
came...the reason why this drug is called "crack" is that when
an individual smokes the substance, it makes kind of a cracking,
snapping noise, and that is the re a so n wh y t h ey called it
" crack " . A few other facts here just to give you kind of a
perspective of what we are talking about with only o ne oun c e .
The one ounce o r 28 . 3 g r a ms , se l l s f or an amount o f
approximately $2,830, th .c is the s treet value, o f t hi s on e
ounce of cocaine. Now what that translates into is 1,120 lines
of cocaine which is the approximate high that is used, one l i ne
of c oc ai ne . A gram of c ocaine will break down i n t o
approximately 40 lines and, from a g r a m o f co ca i n e , 40
individuals can snort one line of cocaine, so you are talking
about 1 , 1 2 0 h i g h s . Now w ha t t h i s b i l l i s a imed at, t his bill
does not pro vide a man datory m inimum sentence for al l
individuals that are using cocaine or crack. The bill is aimed
exclusively at those selling the drugs, and the quantity that is
used...the quantity that is used in the sale of these drugs is
an amount that is high enough where it will not hit the average
everyday user. Yo u are not going to have the a verage ev e r y d a y
user buying cocaine and crack in the amounts of $2,800. This i s
an individual that is clearly selling the drugs, a n i nd i v i d u a l
t hat i s i nv o l v ed i n the marketing of the drugs, and it is my
belief that if we dea l...and my b e lief, as well a s l aw
enforcement officials. ..that if we deal with the problem in a
manner that provides for harsh penalties, t hen t h e s e i nd i v i d u a l s
will stop selling the drugs in the Stat e o f Neb r a sk a , o r at
least, hopefully, start. to slow down some of the use in the
state, and I think that we have all been aware of the problems
that we have seen with individuals coming into our s tat e a n d
marketing these particular drugs in our states. The prob lems
that we faced in the City of Omaha with the Bloods and the Crips
is an example of a gro up coming in, seeing that there is a
market in this particular area of the c ount ry , an d wh en t h ey
have this particular market, they are merchandising t he i r
product. Now what is the long-run or what is th e long-haul
result of the sale of cocaine and crack? Well , I t r i ed t o sh ow
you some statistics that show that it is on a subs tantial
increase, and I th ink weall can agree that there is no. . . t h e
problem in this state is not as severe a s i t i s i n L os A n g e l e s
or Washington, D.C. For example, in Washington, D.C. , t h e r e h a s
been an i nc r ed i b l e a mount o f mur d e rs an d d r u g - r el a t e d k i l l i ng s
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