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of drugs should not be tolerated in Nebraska. We hav e h ad a
substantial increase in the amount of arrests and confiscation
of cocaine and crack in the Omaha area since only last year.
In 1987, we had the amount of cocaine seized in Omaha jump from
8 .3 pounds t o 3 1 p o unds i n 1988, an d coc ai n e sei zu r e s from
January to March 19th of this year, 11.3 pounds of cocaineand
crack was seized in the Omaha area In addition, this has been
a problem and increasing as well in the Douglas County area, and
from '87 t here we r e 2 oun c e s se i zed to the present time of
1 3.5 ounces s e i z e d . Now, by way of comparison, I think you have
to take a look at what has been h appening ac r o s s t h e country
with coc a i n e and c r ack . I n L o s A n g e l e s , b a c k i n ' 969, t h e
amount of seizures of cocaine was about 1 .4 pounds . I n '75,
this i n creased to 4 9 pounds . I n 1980 , i t i ncreased t o
183 pounds; ' 82, 358 p o unds ; '83, 8 81 pounds . I n 19 85 , i t
i ncreased t o 2 , 56 5 pou n d s . I n 198 6 , i t i nc r e ase d to
4,357 pounds, and it has been escalating since that time. The
drugs have a...cocaine used to be more of a problem dealing with
d 'ug p ro b l e ms around the country, but it has changed to crack.
There is different reasons as to why this has changed, but t h e
major reason, I think, is it is the type of drug that can easily
be...I guess it is called a dealer's dream because it is e asi l y
sel l a b l e . I t i s eno r mo us ly p r o f i t ab l e , and i t i s r e l at i v e l y
sample to sell,a nd i t c an b e so l d i n sm a ll do se s , as smal l as
$5 to $10 per dose, and this makes it very appeal in g t o yo ung
people because they can buy it in small quantities. T he pr o b l e m
with the drug, and I guess the danger with it, is that the high
that an individual receives from the drug is relatively fast.
They receive the high, it is a very intense high, a nd then t he y
have to I.purchase some more. I t i s a h i gh l y ad d i ct i v e d r ug , and
t he di . ' ' e rence , I gue ss , between the two in the r ate o f t he
h igh, a s ' t was expla i ned t o me, was tha t coca i n e whe n i t i s
sniffed through the nose, it doesn't hit as many blood vessels,
whereas, crack, when it is inhaled and smoked through a pipe, it
hits all of the blood vessels in the lungs, ard as a re su l t , t he
high is a much faster high, a more intense high, whereas, when
they sniff cocaine, it is a much slower high. A I sa i d , t he
law enforcement officials have been behind what they felt was a
very strong need to deal with the cocaine and crack problem, and
I w a s ab l e t o pr ocu r e o r b o r r o w a sam p l e of a on e o u nce
procaine. I t is simi'ar or it is the same in su bstance as
cocaine. It provides.. .but t h i s w i l l gi ve y o u a n i d e a o f ho w
m uch one ounce would be . It is a rather flaky substance, k i nd
of crystallized, whereas, a crack substan i s i n a form where
it is yellowy in color. The committee was able to...the Omaha
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