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most of us, of course, negotiate to a certain extent the room
rate that we p ay. I can understand just a little bit the
industry being concerned, but I want to just recall for you the
number of times that the Nebraska Legislature has imposed a tax
upon agricultural products for the promotion of that product. I
recall when we put the 25-cent once in a life time tax o n b e e f
cattle, and I rec eived some rather severe criticism for it.
Then l a t e r on t h e Cong r e s s p a ssed a $ 1 p er h ead on e ach
transaction bill for the livestock industry, and we' ve been
extolling the virtues of that tax ever s ince . Th at i nc r ea se d
the tax by some, I don't know, 800 or 900 percent, and inc r eased
the amount of money available. We do not know yet. whether the
r esul t s a re go i n g to be beneficial or otherwise, but t h e
industry today accepts that tax. Inciden t a l l y , i t ' s a l ot mo r e
than the personal tax ever was on the livestock when w e h a d
personal tax on cattle. So I don't know whether the industry is
justified in their opposition or not. I know that we have given
ser i ous t a x adv ant ag e s and d i s a d v an t a ges o v e r t he ye ar s , and I
guess at this poir t I'm just saying it's ore more tool. If
we' re g oi ng to give it to Douglas County, and i t l oo ks l i k e we
ought to, then we certainly ought to make it available to those
counties outstate who might want to use it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k you . Senator D ie r k s .

SENATOR DIERKS: I call the question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Do I s e e f i v e
hands? I do . Th ose i n f avo r of ceasing debate please vote aye,

CLERK: 26 aye s , 0 n ay s , N r . Pr e s i d e n t , t o cease d eba t e .

S PEAKER BARRETT: D e b a t e ce a s e s . Senator Conway, woul d y o u c a re
to close on your amendment?

S ENATOR CONWAY< Thank y o u , N r . Spe a k e r . The amendment I offer
i s on e, ev er yo n e sh o u l d be aware by now, is simply to limit
LB 262 and what it offers and the benefits that it would b r i n g
to the va rious tourist attractions and the tourist industry to
the, in essence, the Douglas County area. As I ' ve listened to
t he deb a t e and =ome of the concerns that have been brought
forward I think many of u s r eco g n i z e t h at many outstaters
certainly do contribute. And Senator Korshoj pointed out many
of us go to Omaha and through the facilities of t he ho t e l and

opposed nay. Recor d , Nr . Cl er k .
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