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and thereby Inportant to tax revenues, inportant to the State of
Nebraska as a whole. I understand the reluctance of senators
outsi de of the Oraha netropolitan area. Possibly, they would
like to go sl oweror not nove at all on this kind of measure.

But please let us in Douglas County have the opportunity to
continue to enhance those attractions which are so inportant to

us and so inportar.t to the state. | understand some concern
about travelers coming fromgreater Nebraska and coming to Omaha
and paying that additional tax. | ynderstand that and | can see
their argument, but | think that, inyeturn, what the citizens

of the State cf Nebraska are getting s a progressive
metropolitan area that is becomng nore and nore involved in not

only business devel opment, but devel opment of other greas which
enhance...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...our quality of life. gsoeven though there
would be a small increase in the...if the voters 01g Dougl as
County apprO\{e such an Incre_ase, a small increase n the |OF |ng

tax, | believe, and | think the citizens of Nebraska w 9 see
that they will all benefit because of this.public-private,
private-public partnership which | so strongly believe in and
which I believe is the future of our state anyway. This is one
step. This is one piece in that partnership, and]| strongly
urge the passage of the bill and I support the Conway smendment

because it appears as if that is the only way that this bill

m ght nove at this point. | certainly would encourage you ¢g

vote for it and then to vote for the bill in that shape ang

form. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Further di scussion n the
amendment, Senator Hall, followed by Senators Schmit, Dierks gpq

Smith. Senator Hall .

SENATOR HA' L: Thank you, M. President and nmembers. Again, et

me remind you, and |...this is anamendment that is not, |
guess, one that | have to date strongly opposed, but it is one
that 1" Il let the body take its own tenperature on this. It is
clearly spelled out in 262 that it is a local option. There is

clearly a mechanismthat allowsfor the |ocal county governing
board to determ ne whether or not this tax should be inposed,
and t hat is only afterthere is a public hearing on the issue.
it you adopt the Conway anendnent, you leave that only 5 ke
pl ace within Douglas County, which is fine, because | guess the
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