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and thereby Important to tax revenues, important to the State of
Nebraska a s a wh o l e . I understand the reluctance of senators
outside of the Omaha metropolitan area. Possib l y , t h ey wou l d
like to g o sl ower or not move at all on this kind of measure.
B ut p l e ase l e t u s i n D o u g l a s County have the opportunity to
continue to enhance those attractions which are so important to
us and so importar.t to the state. I und e r s t a n d som e conc e r n
about travelers coming from greater Nebraska and coming to Omaha
and paying that additional tax. I understand that and I can see
their argument, but I think that, in return, what the citizens
o f the S tate c f Nebraska ar e ge t t i ng i s a p r og r e ss i v e
metropolitan area that is becoming more and more involved in not
only business development, but development of other a reas wh i c h
e nhance. . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...our quality of life. So even t h o ug h t h e r e
would be a sma l l increase in the...if the voters of Douglas
C ounty ap p r ove s uc h a n i nc r e a s e , a small increase n the l odging
tax, I b elieve, and I think the citizens of Nebraska will see
that they will all benefit because of t his .public-private,
private-public partnership which I so strongly believe in and
which I b el i e ve i s t he f u t u r e o f ou r state anyway. This is one
step . Th i s i s one piece in that partnership, and I s t r on g l y
urge the passage of the bill and I support the Conway amendment
b ecause i t appe ar s as if that is the only way that this bill
might move at this point. I certainly would encourage yo u to
vote for i t a nd then to vote for the bill in that shape and
f orm. Th an k y o u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Furthe r d i scu ss i o n on t h e
amendment, Senator Hall, followed by Senators Schmit, Dierks and

SENATOR HA'L: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Again , l e t
me r e min d y ou , and I...this is an amendment that is not, I
guess, one that I have to date strongly opposed, but it i s on e
that I' ll let the body take its own temperature on this. I t i s
c lea r l y sp el l ed o ut i n 262 t h at i t i s a l oca l op t i on . There i s
clearly a m echanism that allows for the local county governing
board to determine whether or not this tax s hould b e i mp o se d ,
and that is only after there is a public hearing on the issue.
it you adopt the Conway amendment, you leave that only t o t ak e
place within Douglas County, which is fine, because I guess the

Smith. Sen a t o r Hal l .
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