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di scuss the anendnent, followed by Senator Langford.

SENATOR SMI TH: Thank you, M. Speaker. Menbers of the body, |
very much would like to convey that | feel exactly as Senator

Frank Korshoj in the statenents that he's nade. Those of us
that are in outstate Nebraska, who are not on the well-t raveled
route of Interstate 80, or where we have |ots of tourist
attractions, have snmall notels that are struggling to survive.
And, in fact, | havesome letters here from some folks in ny
di strict where one notel, because the people that bought it from
the owners went into bankruptcy, andit was referred back to
t hem again, so now they are saddled with it. The comments t hat
have been made to ne by people across the state and in ny
district are three-fold. ~First of all, the notel people say
we' re already having to pay it or addan 8.5 percent tax to our
guest lodging bill. And then fromthose folks that are the
guests in these kinds of notels, these people are, from the
letters that I' ve received, truckers and sales persons —hol|i ve
in Nebraska, who stay overnight in the |jttle motels off the
main roads, and they are going to be the ones that are going to
be paying the additional cost. Finally, | get down to the point

that Frank made, which | would like to” yrejterate, and that is |

did not support the cigarette tax, as you remember, either

because | think it's unfair to tax one segnent and then use that

noney from that one group of people to pay for what we (onsider

to be inportant needs for the rest of the state. The folks that

are in the small motels are saxin? to me, if this is for capital
e

improvement, I'd certainly Ii o0 do some capital inprovenents
on my own nmotel but | can't afford to. Sol'm like him, | don't
know whether | could even support this amendnment, and defi nitely
I don't support the concept of the bill. 1nank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Langford, would you care to discuss
t he amendment ?

SENATOR LANGFORD: M. President, coll eagues, this is the
amendrment | was interested jn earlier. | feel that the
amendnent woul d preclude use by any of the other counties in tne

state. Buf f al o County has a | ot of tourists, people coming in,
and we are continually striving to develop the Nebraska art
collection, several other things that we could certainly use
some money for. So | feel that if we gre going to have the
additional tax that the county should have the option to use it,
if they sochoose. So | nust...| do not support the anendnent.
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