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don't know if I'm going to lose votes by adding this to the bill
or gain. It is a difficult issue. But be that as it may, I
will oppose Senator Conway's amendment because the bill does
allow for local option. If you take a look at the bill, a
c ounty board would have t o h a v e a publi c h e a r i n g o n this , t he y
would have to vote on it to implement it. They could implement
it now with the c ommittee amendments, a s LB 262 h as b e e n
amended, up to 2 percent, so it could be anywhere from I/2, 1 to
2, I g uess and I think that that probably is the way the bill
should remain. The same issue was brought up i n 19 8 0 wh en I
think t he l odgi ng tax, whi c h wa s or i gi na l l y i nt r o d uced and
passed by this body, because it was felt at that time that it
was also basically a Douglas County problem or an issue. I f y o u
take a look at t h at handout that I gave you today, it shows
clearly that at least 30 other counties have decided that this
is a funding mechanism that they feel is viable for promotion of
their areas. They want to bring people in, they want people to
come in, enjoy themselves and spend dollars in their counties.
The tax that we would apply, add in addition to 262, is one that
would allow for those counties to make improvements .o those
facilities that attract those visitors to their areas. I t h i nx
that I feel comfortable with t he l oca l option , I f ee l
comfortable with the fact that the county board w o u l d ho l d a
public hearing on this is sue, that they w ould be he l d
accountable at the local level, and that the vote would be openand I 'm sure very well reported at that local level. S o, wi t h
that, although I understand Senator Conway's amendment a n d do
appreciate it, I wo uld oppose it at this time. Thank you,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Senat or Chambers, on t he
amendment, Senator Korshoj next.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr . C h a i r manand members of the Legislature,
I'm going to be as direct as I can. Senator Schmit, may I ask
you a qu estion to se e if I got the sense of what you were
asking?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmit,would you r e spond?

SENATOR CHANBERS: We r e you asking, in th e ev ent Senator
Conway's amendment is attached, could Douglas County give money
from the fund produced to other c ou n ti e s or areas, i f t he y
chose? Was that your question?
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