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expand that definition of use to capital construction. There
was much opposition to that and it was based on the fact that
capital construction would probably become the predominant issue
as opposed to tourism promotion, which in turn many felt brought
increased revenue into these locales and into the s t ate. I
learned a lesson there. What we did in this case, w ith L B 2 6 2 ,
is provide for a separate fund, provide for a f und t h at
speci f i c a l l y and so l e l y dea l t with the aspect of ca pital
improvements to many of these visitor attractions. What we have
here is a bill that says we have two funds now. We established
a second fund. W e funded at the same level with the committee
amendments that we currently fund the P romotion and T our i s m
Fund, and we allow for much needed improvements to many of these
visitor attractions that don't have the monies currently to
provide fcr that. We also use the same group o f pe o p l e w h o ar e
currently making those decisiors with regard to tourism, so we
don't set up any additional bureaucracy. All we d o i s p r ovi d e
them with additional monies through the 2 percent tax to make
decisions that improve these facilities that bring people i n t o
these local areas, that bring dollars, part of that $1.6 billion
tourism industry into the State of .Nebraska, that has grown
approximately 5 to 7 percent every year since the motel-hotel
tax has been implemented. If you look at LB 262, it clearly
spells out what types of visitor attractions would be eligible.
It is not difficult to understand,so I'm not going to belabor
the issue by reading it to you, but it does, on page 5 , g i v e y ou
a definition of what you' re looking for.

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR HALL: ...with regard to the types of uses fo r t he
County Visitors Improvement Fund. Another aspect of the fund
that you need to recognize is that if t here a r e n o n eed . . . or
t here i s n o ne ed f o r improvements, if there is no need for
capital expenditures, the monies from that c api t a l f u nd wou l d
then dump over into the Tourism Fund,or could be used in that
a spect , t h e y c o u l d b e u s e d f or t h e p u r p o s e s of t our i s m an d
promotion as opposed to capital construction. I f y o u l o o k at
the committee record, you will see t hat a num ber o f t ho se
individuals who at one time opposed this measurea re now ve r y
actively supporting it and feel that not only will it e nhance
t he . . .

PRESIDENT: Time has expired.
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