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S ENATOR CHAMBERS: Th ank y o u , and it will save time.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Pr oc e e d .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Members of the Legislature, I'm going to read
the amendment. "Such 1 percent sales tax shall not be assessed
against utilities, clothing or household goods of any k i nd o r
description." I feel an obligation, as a mem ber of this
Legislature, to speak on behalf of those people who are hurt the
most by the sales tax. We have people in t hi s bod y wh o h av e
studied economics, we have those who have not studied economics,
but they' ve been here long enough to understand the nature of
the sales tax. It's a flat percentage on anything that you buy
in disregard of what your income is. It is now, if you accept
Senator Schmit's amendment, just from the s tate end of i t
5 percent . Maybe som e body is going to go out and buy an old
struggle buggy, or instead of being able to bu y a Cadi llac,
Senator Smith, as the members of the Legislature can do, t hey ' l l
h ave t o bu y a "Rat t l a c " , and in order to co that they scrape
together their little money, they go down to purchase it and now
i t ' s an additional one percentage cost in b uying the thing.
That can m ake a lot of difference when you don't have much
money. When we consider the problems of the farmers we' re t o l d
that a tax concession might be the difference between stay ing i n
b usines s an d g o i ng out , even though they ge t go vernment
subsid i e s . We h av e the tourist industry c oncerned ab ou t
the...well not the industry but. we have the motel-hotel people
concerned about the attempt to use the tourist industry as a
justification to raise the tax on rooms in order to give some
money to the arts. And they' re talking about how much that will
hurt them. W hen it comes to gr oups l ike that that are
organized, that have standing and money and recognition in this
socie t y , t h e Leg i s l at u r e wi l l g i v e t h em serious co nsideration.
We, today, if we ado pt Senator Schmit's amendment, wil l b e
taxing those who are least able to bear it. I f t h e r e h a s b een
an upturn in the economy, it has not been felt or experienced by
them. Ho melessness is not diminishing. Unemployment for those
g roups t h a t ch r o n i c a l l y ar e un e mployed i s n ot d i mi n i sh i n g . The
unavai l a b i l i t y o f med i c al care has not diminished. Those who
were hungry last year will b e h u n g r y t h i s yea r . T he sou p
kitchens, the v arious agencies that try to help those who are
h ungry and h omeless a r e asking for additional assistance because
the problems they are addressing have not mitigated in a ny w a y .
So here we are today making what I consider to be a political
move to further burden those people who are least able to be a r
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