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kind of money attached to it so that we know up front where we
are, where we' re going. I would suggest that later on if we get
this far, that there ought to be a better mechanism for handling
the property tax relief. I'm not sure that I like the system
which is in the bill or which is included in the a m endments.
But I can tell you one thing that if you don't put the price tag
on there...and I don't see anything wrong with that, I don' t se e
anything wrong with it. We ' re not hiding what wespend for
roads. We' re not hiding what we spend on the university. I
don't see anything wrong with putting the price tag up there. I
had some phone calls, people werecomplaining about the price
t ag . I sai d . why d i dn ' t you co m p l a i n b ef o r e ' ? The m o n e y .. . t h e
cost is the -e. The cost is there regardless of how you do it.
I said when 361 went across the board with a t a x i n c r ea se we
d on' t kn ow h ow much i t ' s g oi ng t o be , 10 m il l i on , $50 m i l l i on
for certain classes of taxpayers. No phone c a l l s , no o ne sa ys ,
aye, yes or anything else. We talk about LR 2CA which is going
to, if it becomes part of the C onstitution, going t o r equi r e
another massive adjustment i n t a x e s , so me u p , some down. Th e
one thing that the people, I t h i n k , wi l l no t t o l er at e i s n o t
being honest and forthright. Lay the law out there, put it out
there where they can see it. Lay the price tag out there and
defend it on that basis. What the people are tired of is having
u s m andat e a p r og r am , mandate an idea and then say, we l l , we
don't have the money at the state level, shove her back t o t h e
counties, shove it back to the school districts, shove it back
to the cities. We have done it time and time and time an d
again . I am wi l l i ng t o d o i t up f r on t . I w i l l t ak e t h e b l am e
for it. I will take the heat for it. If there's any credit,
there will be plenty of people volunteer to take the c redi t f o r
it. I don't expect that. But what I'm saying right now is that
the cost is there, the dollar cost is ther e regard l e s s o f
whether you finally adopt the Schmit amendment or anything else.
You' re not going to hide that. It's not going to be one penny
less. The difference is going to be, S enator Wese l y , how much
money is left in that pot.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: ...for you to get your dipper into at t h e en d
of the session. I would suggest the pot may be more empty than
you b e l i ev e . Se cond l y , I 'm l o o k i n g d own t h e r oad t wo , t h r e e ,
five years, I want the money to be there. I want the money to
be available for that program so that we do not then s ay, we l l ,
yes, we mandated a program for a little while , now you fo l k s
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