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here in our Legislature. Right now, nobody is paying a whole
lot of a ttention to what we' re doing but what we' re doing is
adding, if this amendment goes on, an additional one cent on the
cost of motor vehicles to go into the Highway Trust Fund. We
also are going to, when the Appropriations bill comes to the
floor, will listen to what their recommendations are on r oad
construction. Pro bably without much of a dent in what they
r ecommend to u s , we' ll approve that and the gas tax money w i l l
go up a utomatically to fund that. We never, on the floor of
this Legislature anymore, have a debate on how much money do we
really need to put into that trust fund? Is it appropriate to
raise taxes on automobiles? Is it appropriate to raise taxes on
gasoline? It automatically goes in there and I r e a l l y wond e r
how many of you really realize that. When you v o t e y es on t he
Appropriations bill with all of the additional funds in it, y ou
are probably going to be voting yes on a gas t a x i n c r e a s e b u t
i t ' s so easy , w e d o n ' t do t h at . I want to compare th at with
what we do with education. Everybody in here I have had private
conversations with in th e past have said how important it is
that we get off the property tax base. Nost of you...some of
you disagree, most of you think it's important that we do some
things to improve education. But whenever a proposal to improve
our education system comes up, part icularly elementary
s econdary , som ehow the r u l e s are we have got to somehow come up
with the money. We' ve got to identify the tax source . We ' v e
g ot to be the on e s that p u t the g u n t o our own head,
politically, and raise sales tax or raise income tax or raise
some other tax. I t hink next year I might visit with some of
the people that got the variable gas tax bill passed, f ind ou t
how they did i t. Naybe we can get a variable education tax
where all we do is come in with this amount of money that the
educators think they need, it gets put into the budget and
automatically the tax rates adjust to fund that. That woul d be
a nice system. I am not raising this to disagree with what
Senator Warner is having to say. The one time I differed with
him on the specifics on the r oad proposal was back i n t h e y e a r s
when t h e bud g et was r e a l l y c r un c hed, w e we re c runch i n g
everything but roads and I thought that was unfair. I t appears
to me that there is adequate money for a number of good programs
and putting this money in .o the Highway Trust Fund is probably a
good idea . And I woul d support that i f it came a s a n
i ndependent b i l l . Wha t I am t a l k i n g a b out t h o ugh i s I gue s s t he
relative ease with which w appropriate money into that fund
compared with what we' re talking about doing some things to
improve the schools for our elementary and secondary kids in the
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