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of my people and tell them why I did it.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Ly n c h .

SENATOR LYNCH: Question .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T he question has been called. Do I s e e f i v e
hands? I do. Shall debate now cease? Those in fa v o r vo t e ay e ,
opposed nay . Pl e a s e r ec o r d .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Nr. President. Debate
ceases. On the amendment to the amendment, Senator Withem.

S ENATOR WITHEN: N r . Sp e a k e r , members of the body, the amendment
to the a mendment is...was merely my attempt to make the Schmit
amendment operational. I'm not sure that this even d oes it
itself. Hope fully, the i n ten t w i l l b e c l ea r and w e can dea l
with it later. The Schmit amendment, as I understand it, raises
one cent sales tax as half of that money w ill go int o the
Educational Excellence Fund, the other ha lf into the Salary
Increase Account, two accounts that were beth created by LB 89 .
The Property Tax Relief Account wasstricken by the committee
amendments. The...my amendment to the committee amendment...to
the Schmit amendment merely puts the Schmit amendment back into
shape where it is possible to make it operate. I gues s b ey o n d
that I haven't spoken on the Schmit amendment. I, honestly,
haven't made up my mind how I'm going to vote on i t . On one
hand, it is very appealing to say, yes, we solved the problems.
I =an kind of remember, Senator Lynch made somewhat of a joking
refe r e nce t o LB 662 and h ow we h ad t h i s gr e at se n se of
accomplishment as a body when we adopted the one-cent sales tax
o n L B 6 6 2, ended up being the death knell of LB 662. O n th e
other hand, I'm very encouraged and I hear people l i k e Se na t o r
Jacky Smith stand up and says, yes,she is willing to do this,
she is willing to do this if one-cent sales tax goes on to fund
i t , t h at i t wi l l b e a wo r t hw h i l e sort of thing to do and may, in
fact, bring strength to the bill. So I ' m no t sur e . People a r e
going to have to make up their own mind . I t i s not my attempt
to either h e lp or hinder the S chmit amendment through this
amendment. It is merely an attempt to make it operat i o n a l an d
to make it fu nction and, hopefully, that was understood by
everybody that a vote for this amendment does not n ecessarily
commit anybody one way or another on the Schmit amendment itself
when it co mes t o a vote. I would urge you to adopt t h i s
amendment.
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