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First, | | ooked down tosee Loran and | thought | saw DeCanp
written across that rather than Schmit. Thought maybe he
reached in there and pulled out a slip about g2 a few year s
ago. The di fference between 662 anmendnent that had to do with
raising taxes, which ultimately killed the bill, by the way, gand
sone of you might have that in the back of your mind, was that,
obviously, this bill has nothing to do, nothing to do with
consolidation. | understand the concern that Senator Wehrbein
has about noney going directly back to the school districts.
I'd like to remind the body there’is gpout $230 million in state
aid now earmarked, going back to school districts for, for
exampl e, special education, for special education and, by the

way, 14 other responsibilities. This js no different than that.
| say it's premature. Unfortunately, if the amendment for 5 54

i ncrease was attached to it, for whatever | eason that m ght be,
as compared to everything el se we considered, obviously, though
we woul d need the Wthem amendment so, therefore, | support ¢
unfortunately. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sjr. Senator Hartnett,onthe
anendnment to the amendnent.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr. Speaker, menbers of the body, | simply

rise to support the anendnent and | _think one of the things
that...and I'ma member of the Revenue Conmittee, sndone of the

things that we did ook at this year, andl had abill to raise
one cent cf salestax for schools, not for teachers' salaries ,
but just general over aid to schools. And that was heard by the
Revenue Committee and | think that the Revenue Commi ttee heard a
| ot of issues, Wei hing, | t hink Senator Schel |l peper,
Bernard-Stevens and had other issues. The one bill that we
advanced to the floor, andl think it's a priority pij of
Senator Scott Moore, would simply be a | percent increase in
sal es tax, or I mean incone tax for SChOOlS, is what we advanced
out of the commttee and | think that will be debated later g,

so | think one of thephil osophical decisions that we nade P
guess in the Revenue Commttee was that maybe income tax,

because income tax is a little bit nore progressive. Income tax

keeps growing norethan the sales tax, that we decided that we
woul d use the income tax as a means so that. | tnjnk that, you
know, whether we do thi s one here now or later on | think we
have some mechanismto provide nore funds. Thank you

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you.
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