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SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou , si r . Discussion on the Withem
amendment, Senator Lynch, your light is on next. Would you c a r e
t o discuss it? Thank yo u . Senator Ha'1, on the Withem
amendment. Senator Abboud. Senator A bboud , w o u l d y o u c ar e to
discuss the amendment'? Senator Korshoj, on the amendment.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: Mr. Speaker and members, I don't know if it' s
on his amendment or not, but we' ve s pent a l l mo r n i n g d i scu ss i n g
this bill. We ' ve got a lot more mornings to discuss it and if
there is a lot of yes votes out here, let's put a 1 p ercent
sales tax o n it to finance this bill into the future. Let ' s
find out if these yes voters are willing to support this bill.
We can debate this morning after morning after morning. I f we
get it to Final Reading without this 1 percent sales t ax , t h e
bill won't get any money on Final Reading anyway. We wil l h av e
wasted all this time and when we start putting ou r priorities
together on Final Reading there will be no money for it. So i f
we' re going to vote yes, let's vote yes with some funding to
thi s b i l l . Th e b i l l h a s nev e r ma d e a lot of sense to me without
any f un d i n g an d I w o u l d l i ke t o see how many p e o p l e a r e wi l l i ng
to fund the bill and now is the time to find out. S o I r e c k o n I
support Withem's amendment and Schmit's amendment both. Thank
you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u, Senator Elmer, on the amendment to
the amendment.

SENATOR ELMER: Th ank you , Mr. President. I think Senator
Schmit and Senator Withem have the r i gh t i d e a h er e . I ' v e to ld
the teachers when they' ve come tn me, when you s how me how t h i s
is going to be funded down the road and isn't going to devolve
back to a property tax increase later, I can s e e s ome suppo r t
bui.lding in the body. If, in fact, that this sa les t ax t h at
Senator Schmit is talking about is genuine property tax r e l i e f ,
the people in my district say if a sales t ax increase is
necessary to fund a property tax re l i e f me a s u r e , t hen w e wi l l
support that. But if it goes anywhere el se , an yw h e re el se , we
are not in fav or of any sales tax increase. I would s u p p o r t
this. We must put our money where our mouth is if we' re g o i n g
to have a bill of this nature. Without it, xt's a moot point.
Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou . Senator Wehrbein, would you care
to discuss the amendment to the amendment?
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