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30 and $40,000 a year salaries in private industry. I f we a r e
going to pr epare this next generation to take its role in our
society to be productive citizens, we' re going to h a ve to m ake
some changes in our education system. We' re doing it through
choice, we' re doing it through r estructu r i ng , we ' r e doing i t
through data collection, we' re not going to do it if we continue
to have those best and brightest young people coming out of our
co] leges going into professions other than teaching. Wil l t wo
or $3,000 additional on a base salary make that much of a
difference in the type of people that go into teaching? Naybe
not. Naybe it's not enough to make that qualitative difference,
but it's a move in the right direction particularly when you
have a young person w ho borrows heavi ly t o go t o c o ll e ge , and
keep in mind that is another piece of this puzzle we talked
about the other day with Senator Chizek's bill, the inorr'.inate
cost of g etting an undergraduate education. T hey' ve gone t o
four years, they' ve got a math degree, t hey' ve g o t a s c i e n ce
degree, t he y ' ve got a business degree, given a choice do they
start in the teaching profession at $18,000 a year, $17,000 a
year or do they go into private industry for $25,000, 30,000,
$35 000 a year ? Thei r choi ce is going to be obvi ous,
particularly if they h ave a high debt. The state does have a
need to get into this area. I think what we' re saying with this
bill is the state has an obligation to deal with this problem of
getting quali fied people into the teaching profession. That' s
why I supp or t t he bi l l . Quite frankly, I don't support this
bill because that the state has an obl igation t o p a y mor e
salaries necessarily to people t hat ha ve b een t e a ch in g 2 0 ,
30 years. That isn't my concern. Ny concern i s w e n eed t o put
some things in place that are going to up the salaries in this
profession so that our best and brightest people wil l go i nt o
the teaching profession. I think what Senator Moore's.
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PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEN: ...amendment would do, it's a good faith
a mendment on and i t re f l ec t s a phi l o s ophica l p o i n t o f v i ew a n d I
know Senator Noore carries, but what it is, it's an endorsement
of a continuation of the status quo that I think we' re going to
wake up, maybe not this year, five years from now, 10 years from
now, realizing that status quo is failing us. We ' v e got an
education system that needssome improvement. We' re very smug
in this state that we have an adequat~ education system because
some students that elect to take an ACT test or an SAT test do
well with it. That's not enough. Our whole system in this
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