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total salary package, these funds shall be consi dered.

PRESI DENT: That is correct. Now several of these |ights have
been on for quite sone tine and we have changed the amendnment
since they <came on, so youare going to have to help nme as to
whet her or not you wish to speak on the first portion of this
amendnent which has to do with the “separately from" and
"together with" situation. Senator Chizek, did you wish to talk
about that?  Senator Schmit, did you wish to talk gpout that?
Senator Wthem about the separately' ?

SENATOR W THEN: Yeah, | would, Nr. President. | think Senator
Noore has done sonething that really gets to the heart of this
bill, and the rationale for the bill, and there has been

sonething | have wanted g sa¥ on this bill since it was
i ntroduced. To be honest with the nembers of the body, \ynenthe

folks from NSEA came to me and tal ked with megpout this bill
early on, | had really mixed feelings about it, and part of the
mixed feelings were the results of ny questioning what is the
state's role in appropriating noney for teachers'salaries? poes
the state have a role or ought this be continued ¢g happen on
the local level? | bpelieve that is whatSenator Noore's
anendnent does, strikes the phil osophical basis of the bill.
Should ~ we continue with our process of funding education
exclusively at the local level, making the teachers' salaries g
part of that process, making all of those decisions nadegat the
local level, or is there an overriding state interest in funding
teachers’ salaries'? |' ve come to the conclusion that there g,

that there is an overriding state interest in doing a |lot of
things in this area of education. W have been on this fl oor of
this Legislature for 10 or 15 years, have peen monkeying with
things at the edge of education that we say is educational
i mproverrent. This year | think we' re beginning to get to the
heart of some education jpprovement questions. our bpill

yesterday that Senator Baack brought us, LB 183, 3 couple of the
bills that the Education Committee brought to you that we 4aogj¢

wi th on Tuesday that weren't as controversial as the other ones,

but we're beginning (o get to the heart of education quality

i ssues. | believe the state does have a vested interest in ihe
salaries that are paid toteachers. why do | say that? | am
concerned that in our state, across the nation as a matter of
fact, but particularly jn Nebraska our very brightest, most
capabl e people that are comng out of our institutions of higher
| earning are going into professions other than education . Qur

best math graduates, our best science graduates are starting for
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