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think that is a bad precedent because it is going to eat us
alive here in the future as we continue to increase teachers'
s alar i e s . And w e w i l l be t he on e s sett i n g i t , we wi l l be the
d ri v er s f r om n ow o n. Local school boards, they will set their
salaries, what they can afford with the property t axes . Fr om
this point on, if you p ass this bill, it will be the State
Legislature that becomes the school bo ar d when it comes to
negotiating teachers' salaries, because we will be, you know,
whatever t h e sch o o l bo a r d d o e s , we wil l d o ov e r a n d a b o v e t hat .
I prefer to leave my trust in the local school board, give them
some finances to increase teachers' salaries, but not making i t
mandated, not making it a separate thing. Y ou know, w e h a v e
argued and bickered about the funding level of LB 89, we h ave
a rgued a n d b i ck e r e d a b ou t t h e u n d ue s tress NSEA has pu t on al l
of us, whichever it is, on believing their cause. We have n e v e r
argued about, on this floor, at least, what exactly LB 89 does,
and it de viates totally from the norm of the way this s tat e
operate s l oc a l scho o l d i st r i ct s . I would offer you thi s
amendment. You simply, in essence, what you are really going to
do, you can s t ill pass LB 89,and we can all go home and beat
our chest and say, we believe in teacher salaries, we believe in
education, but we believe a local school board is the best place
to make a decision on that salary. And let's just say, for
i nstance , y ou h ave a school that has 20 students, I mean 2 0
t eachers i n a sch o o l bo a r d . . .on a s c h o o l . Le t ' s say t h a t t he r e
has b e e n a gr eat de a l . ..let's say Sena=or Baack's choice bill
passes, and let's say that for whatever reason that student i s
going to t ransfer be"ause of a gifted p rogram in another
district. That school board sits there and will say, well, i f
we don't hire a gifted teacher,we are going to lose a student
or two or three, and it is in our best interest to hire a g i f t ed
teacher. Well, with LB 89, you pass that, the school bo ar d h a s
no money to do anything. I mean, you have taken the flexibility
away. If you adopt this amendment, you are pumping money into a
school boa r d f or t ea che r s and it is distributed on a teacher
b asis , a n d , t heo r e t i ca l l y , the money from 89 goes t o t e ach e r s ,
but it is not separate over and above that. I t g i v e s t h e sch o o l
board f l ex i b i l i t y and so, instead, if th ey want t o bu mp
teachers' salaries up by $500 for each teacher, they say, in the
best interest of the student and our school district, it'd be
wiser to hire a g ifted teacher. Now I don't think the school
boards in the state are against teachers. N ow just t he o t h e r
day w h en Nr . K r i ha of t h e NS EA s ays , school boards want to give
teachers a salary increase, they have to have the f unds t o d o
it. Well, let's give them the funds to do it, but not with the
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