March 16, 1989 LB 89

passed the amendnent out, and this anendnent, we <can start
t al king about the concept of whether or not the State of

Nebraska wants to circunvent |ocal school boards in setting
teachers' salaries. So we can sit back and start talking
phil osophy on what this Legislature wants to do, instead of
debating the rules. You canstart tal king about, we are not

tal king about noney, we are talking philosophy, andwhat we want
to do on whether or not this body this norning wants to devjate
fromthe norm about where you fund education in thisgtate.

What the amendnent does, on page 7, line 25, in this section
where it says, "Any amounts distributed under this gypsecti on
shall be used only for purposes of providing general salary
i ncreases which are bargained for. ." and then instead of the
word “"separately fromother salary increases", it says,
"together with other salary increases...". Then you go on to

page 9, and you strike Section 10, which says these funds ghall
not be considered by the Conmi ssiongf |ndustrial Relations in
maeki ng findings and ot her things So, basically, what you are
doi ng when you adopt this amendnment is you have azdopted just one
other state aid distribution fornula. You are distributing
money on a basis of teachersas opposed to students and
equal i zation, and you are saying this is nmoney the Legislature,
what ever the dollar anpunt is we eventually agree on in here,
this is money that is distributed on the basis of teachers that

has to go to teachers' salaries. It does not say that it js
going to be bargained separately. .the waythe bill is written
right now, | nean the school board negotiates their salary, and

then the state comes in with a littlegextra gravy, sonme little
extra nmoney that is separate from anything the school board
does. So, inessence, |like Senator Warner gjjd, you pass this
bill , you are setting up two sets of bar gai ning processes

because the teachers would negotiate with the local school
board, and then they come back in every year and negotiate \yhat

level we are going to fund HELPat. vyou are setting up two

negotiation processes, which doesn't nake sense to ne. Now |
will give you some information, in Nebraska in the |ast couple
of years, believe it or not, these evil school boards that we
can't trust giving state aid to have done quite well conpared to
other states in salary increases. | think in this state, you
know, I ran, like many of us dijd, on a é)latform of local
control, and we talk about that often, but LB 89 is exactly the
opposite of local control. | mean, yes, yes, they try and word
it and saying that we give the noney, then the local school
board negotiates it. Well, they negotiate g separate piece of

the pie that is totally state money,total ly state noney. I
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